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from Vedanga Jyotish?, 123

ground for him prepared by Toledo
translations, 116

his book a dumbed-down version of
Indian arithmetic texts, 124, 128

his crowning intellectual achievement,
114

his import of Indian arithmetic
falsifies claims of early Greek super
achievements, 114

his mission to make Christians better
traders, 117

his silly mistake natural for pebble
arithmeticians, 138

his work initially confined to
Florentines, 116

John of Seville earlier translated
arithmetic of al-Khwarizmi, 115

learnt Indian arithmetic from Muslim
traders in Africa, 118

251

main section, 117
not the first Christian FEuropean to
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Menninger quote on, 110 Kuhn, Thomas, 165
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in Europe, 114 Leibniz, Gottfried, 13
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wrote asking for methods of
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Gillings, Richard J., 133
Gobineau, Count,
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superiority, 20
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Max Miiller, F.,
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Menninger, Karl,
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Morgan, Augustus De, 144
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About the book

Arithmetic is the beginning of mathematics, and arithmetic begins with counting. To
count, one must first name numbers. Early Greeks and Romans aped Sanskrit names
for small numbers, but the largest number they named was a myriad, puny compared
to giant numbers like parardha and tallaksana found in ancient India. This difference is
inexplicable on the Aryan conquest fantasized only to explain away the similarity. This
book explains why the abacus-based pebble arithmetic of the early Greeks was inferior,
contrary to their incessant false glorification in school texts, Wikipedia, chatbots, etc.

This chronic European inferiority in arithmetic persisted. In the 10th c., a pre-
Crusading pope imported “Arabic numerals”, also called “algorismus” after the Latin
name of the 9th c. al-Khwarizmi, who wrote Hisab al Hind (Indian Arithmetic). The
pope wanted Christians too to represent large numbers, to keep up with their Muslim
neighbours, who learnt it from India.

But the other sophisticated features of Indian arithmetic—place-value, efficient
algorithms, zero, negative numbers, and fractions—continued to puzzle and elude
Europeans for another 900 years, until the end of the 19th c. Why? Because of hubris,
due to their destructive religious superstition of their own supremacy. This book tells
the funny story of how Europeans so comically applied this superstition, for centuries, to
assert the superiority of their primitive pebble arithmetic, with hilarious consequences.

The laughter shatters Macaulay’s boast of the “immeasurable superiority” of Whites/
West in math and science. Read this book to learn how to bust that racist and colonial
self-glorification through false history, and how to counter that psychological attack on
the self-esteem of the colonised. This book also outlines how to make math easier and
better today.

Praise for C. K. Raju’s earlier books

“Both path-breaking and definitive” — Martin Bernal

“Raju remains one of the most important contemporary thinkers in the world...brilliant,
insightful, ..magnificent work” — Molefi Asante

“among the best treatments of the history and philosophy of mathematics”

Ubi D’Ambrosio

“highly learned” —Asghar Ali Engineer

“magnificent...truly revolutionary” — Arun Ghosh

“masterly command of primary sources and a delightful sense of wit and humour” —
Kapila Vatsyayana

“Raju is one of the deepest thinkers of modern times” — Asad Zaman
“authoritative and written with impeccable clarity” — G. J. Klir

“an excellent book and I highly recommend it” — J. F. Woodward



