Accordingly, in the Sulba sitra (ca. —500 CE), the term used for the value of V2 is sa

visesa®®—meaning that there remains a small quantity in excess or deficit of the stated

value.??
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This may be translated:3°

The measure is to be increased by its third and this (third) again by its own foruth
less the thirtyfourth part (of that fourth); this is (the value of) the diagonal of a
square (whose side is the measure), with something remaining.

That is,

1 1 1
2~1+ -+ —— —— = 1.4142156. .
vz + 3 + 34 34.34 o0 (3.15)

We note incidentally that the value is accurate to five places after the decimal point, or six
decimal places in all (v/2 = 1.4142135.. ).

Apastamba sulba sitra 3.2 uses the term sanitya, interpreted as sa anitya = inexact, or
impermanent. The same understanding applies to , since the sulbakara-s express the value
of 7 using the value of V/2 as follows.





