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Decolonisation of 
universities begins with us
BY ZAINON AHMAD
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

THEY were knocked off their pedestals just as 
rudely as Saddam Hussein statues were pulled 
down from their mountings after the 
Americans and their mostly western allies 
overran Baghdad in 2003.

Among them are such gods of science and 
mathematics as Sir Isaac Newton, famous for 
his law on why apples fall. He was pilloried for 
allowing his fear of the Church of England to 
deter him from publishing some of his best 
discoveries – his true masterpieces.

Others who were knocked down included 
people like Keppler, Descartes and Einstein. 
And so was Galileo who invented the 
telescope but was in trouble with the Catholic 
Church when he could see too far into the 
heavens.

All these bashings and the questioning of 
the assumptions on which human knowledge 
is based took place during the three-day 
International Conference on Decolonising 
Our Universities that ended on Wednesday in 
Penang. It was the fourth in the series of 
Multiversity Conference organised by 
Citizens International and Universiti Sains 
Malaysia.

Nicolaus Copernicus is remembered 
mostly as a mathematician and an astronomer 
but few know that he is also a monk and it was 
because of this that his claim that the earth 
moves around the sun and not the other way 
round as was originally believed was easily 

accepted by the church.
But the conference was told that he was not 

the revolutionary scientist he has been made 
out to be. He was a just a common plagiarist. 
He merely translated the work of Ibn Shatir of 
Damascus.

It was also told that few academics, 
scientists, mathematicians, astronomers and 
other researchers were really free of the 
influence of Christian theology because for 
centuries the church was the key consumer of 
the products of the western university system 
and therefore had to remain loyal.

The conference was told that anyone who 
challenged the church had to suffer and it was 
for that purpose that the Inquisition was 
instituted. Rival institutions also suffered and 
this was the fate of the great university 
complex of Alexandria, of which the famous 
library was a part. 

Many wondered aloud whether Christian 
theology still influences western academicians 
and brought up the brilliant Stephen Hawking 
whom most Malaysians know only as the 
writer of a small book, A Brief History of Time.

Hawking wrote many other books and 
some contain quite a bit of Christian 
propaganda. He even attempted to reconcile 
the Big Bang of a few billion years ago with the 
Bible story of creation in seven days some 
6,000 years ago.

Many other gods of science and 
mathematics, as the world know of them, were 
also called liars. The great 16th century 
cartographer Gerardus Mercator whose maps 

and charts helped the Europeans to reach the 
East was so fearful of the church that he did 
not acknowledge his non-Christian and 
especially Muslim sources.

Another great god of science and 
mathematics, Albert Einstein, was dragged 
down from his Olympian heights when it was 
disclosed that his formula on the theory of 
relativity was corrected by Indian scientist 
and mathematician C. K. Raju recently.

The expose by the scholars and participants 
from 20 countries help to convince those who 
were still hesitant about the need for efforts to 
decolonise universities – still very much 
Eurocentric – in Asia and Africa that the 
knowledge they had been “brainwashed” into 
believing as being universal was not universal 
at all and based on false assumptions.

It was also meant to provoke re-thinking 
about the assumptions they had made based 
on discoveries and ideas of western scholars 
published in western academic journals, that 
nothing should be accepted as universal truth 
without careful scrutiny.

Students have often assumed calculus, the 
subject they learn in mathematics, is of 
western origin. Nothing is further from the 
truth. It was stolen from India by the Jesuits, 
said Raju who said the mode of calculation 
was important for navigational purposes.

It helped Vasco da Gama to reach the Cape 
of Good Hope and Goa.

According to Datuk Shad Saleem Faruqi, 
emeritus professor of law and legal adviser, 
Universiti Teknologi Mara, who is also visiting 

professor at Universiti Sains Malaysia, the 
Europeans think nothing of falsifying history.

He said everyone seems to think that the 
Johannes Gutenburg’s printing press, 
developed in the 15th century, was the first in 
the world when a number of western scholars 
were aware that Pi Sheng had already 
developed one in 1040 but little is said of him.

Likewise, the West seems reluctant to 
acknowledge scholars from India, China, 
Africa and those from the Muslim world and 
promotes the idea that the Bologna monastic 
school was the first university. 

Thus, few know about the great universities 
of Taxila, Nalanda, Zaytuna and Nanjing 
which preceded Bologna. 

On legal education, he said, it is still very 
much western-centric and lamented that 
despite the existence of local law programmes 
since 1972, the Legal Profession Act continues 
to recognise foreign (mostly UK) law degrees 
and qualifications.

On the Act’s permission to foreign lawyers 
to be admitted on an ad hoc basis to argue 
special cases, he was cynical to the idea of 
inviting Cherry Blair as a human rights expert 
when there are hundreds of local ones. 
Fortunately, the judge was not an Uncle Tom 
and he rejected her application.

Because of this, the conference agreed that 
while the physical colonisation is long gone – 
hopefully so, said some – the mental 
colonisation is very much alive. Thus the call 
for the need to purge the “West in us” before 
efforts to decolonise can truly begin.



Malaysia. I am pretty sure that we can 
unite through language. When we can 
communicate with each other, we can 
understand each other better and 
simultaneously respect each other.

If we are ready to change the way we 
learn and communicate, then Anak 
Malaysia is welcome.

Omar
Kajang
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T
HE horror stories one hears about 
government grants, especially meant 
for research, can make a few chapters if 
a revised edition of Grimm’s Fairy Tales 

is published. From mark-ups to non-existent 
activities, we have been told, money has been 
doled out without question and in many cases 
without proper answers. In short, money meant 
for use in efforts to create new and innovative 
products and resources that will assist the 
country have literally ended up in the pockets 
of a few masquerading as researchers and 
scientists. Just how much has been allocated for 
research is not known because each ministry or 
government agency has been doling out money 
under what each terms “our budget”.

The system of dishing out grants in Malaysia 
has never been transparent and neither has any 
expertise been enlisted to scrutinise the 
proposed research or budget. On top of that, the 
results and findings of the research (in many 
cases) were never asked for nor given. As this is 
being written, a journalist from Malaysia has 
alerted me to the Sports Ministry spending 
RM6 million to have a foreign company 
“conduct a study on sports in Malaysia”.

What results they can or will produce are 

unknown, but on what basis the company was 
chosen is as hazy as the low clouds which hover 
over Genting Highlands. There is no need to 
submit the methodology, the reasons for the 
study and how it would help the country.

Last week, I met a Malaysian student who 
had applied for a grant of £750 (RM3,675) to 
undertake a study at the Marquette 
University in Wisconsin during the 
summer break for his dissertation 
on “A comparison of sports 
gambling laws in Malaysia, the UK 
and the US”. He had to write a 
500-word essay on what he intends 
to do and the proposed budget. He 
then had to appear before a panel 
and present his ideas and what he 
intends to achieve.

Sorry for the digression, but for 
the first time, we are seeing some 
semblance of regulated criteria 
(including making presentation and 
competing with each other) to be 
used when applications are made for 
public funds. But there’s no reason to 
cheer because we have been told that there’s a 
massive opposition to such a move because some 
of our government agencies and their civil 
service heads feel that their turf and authority are 
being undermined. If such opposition is against 
wastage or excessive spending, everyone will 
join in a chorus of condemnation. However, in 
this case, the objection is to some form of 

accountability of public money.
As the National Innovation Policy under the 

auspices of the Prime Minister’s Department is 
about to be unveiled, the ground rules have been 
put in place by the Special Innovation Unit 
(Unik) which oversees the funding. But the guns 
have already been drawn by those who cannot 

meet the basic require-
ment – tell us your aims 
and expectations from 
the research for which 
you are seeking funds. 
Spending millions on 
why thousands of 
migratory birds end up 
at the Tenaga Nasional 
Power Station in Kapar 
is not going to be 
beneficial to Malaysians 
except for the handful of 
bird-watchers and 
conservationists. 
Similarly, if money is 
spent on research on 
goat farming, the results 

must be made available to everyone – not exactly 
the researcher, his family and friends.

Some ministries and government agencies, 
we have been told, are up in arms because they 
“were not consulted” when the rules were drawn 
up. But since when did anyone care about 
consultation when rules and regulations were 
drawn up arbitrarily when they dished out the 

cash? It has often been said that public money 
should be used prudently and there’s a saying 
“treat people’s money as if it was yours”. There’s 
no better reason for openness, transparency and 
accountability than that the money being utilised 
belongs to millions of Malaysian taxpayers.

With calls for belt-tightening and prudent 
spending, Unik must stand firm against attempts 
to browbeat a stand which all right-thinking 
Malaysians will support. For some, change may 
be difficult to accept and comply with, but no one 
will benefit if old wayward conduct does not 
change. Those seeking government handouts 
must come with clean hands and conduct 
themselves in a manner befitting the 
requirements of prudence and caution in 
spending money which does not belong to them.

The civil servants objecting to the new 
requirements may be little Napoleons in their 
respective territories, but they must adhere to 
rules, regulations, procedure and requirements 
– however harsh they may appear. There’s no 
such thing as a free meal, and the sooner these 
people realise and accept this reality, the better 
it will be for the nation and its people.

R. Nadeswaran hopes the new approach to 
providing grants will be the starting point to 

being accountable for people’s money. He is 
theSun’s UK correspondent based in London 

and can be reached at: 
citizen-nades@thesundaily.com
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PSC’s duty to ensure proper procedure
I REFER to the Down2Earth column of June 28 
on the serious public policy issue of the two-
headed Public Works Department. The fact is 
that the PWD has been somewhat arbitrary in 
making numerous “mistakes” like this but has 
not been publicly caught and been in the 
spotlight of media coverage before. My 30 years 
of experience in the public service inform my 
views.

So here are some basic questions:
� Why is the former director-general being 
transferred unless he is being promoted? Why 
is there a need for a lateral transfer, which is the 
source of his complaint? What is the reason for 

the rush in pushing through this new 
appointment when usually the incumbent takes 
his time to move and clear his office? I 
remember one case in the Finance Ministry 
when the head of public service wanted one 
head of department to be transferred within 24 
hours. The minister concerned, however, put 
his foot down and said “unless he is on 
promotion, I cannot agree to the transfer”. The 
department head was then promoted and 
transferred.
� Why did the Public Service Commission 
(PSC), which is the highest promotion authority 
for public servants, failing in safeguarding the 

interests of public servants, and instead allowing 
the PWD to follow improper or incomplete 
procedure? All such movements and changes in 
personnel are the responsibility of the PWD, but 
only with the consent of the PSC.
� Why is the minister responsible not making 
so much of a beep on this serious issue? And 
why is the Public Services Department not 
clearing up the matter or addressing the issue of 
the dignity of the head of the PWD – one of the 
most important institutions of public services? 
Most of all why is the Chief Secretary to the 
Government quiet on this issue since the 
minister and he were both outspoken when it 

came to the Selangor state secretary?
The dignity of the current and outgoing DG 

of the PWD is as important as the priorities and 
political imperatives of public services, often 
defined as “national interest”. It is the primary 
responsibility of the PSC to ensure that good 
and fair procedures are followed in the 
administration of promotions, transfers and 
secondment, and it is the human right of the 
incumbent to agree or disagree with the 
proposed transfer. May common sense prevail.

KJ John
via email

Scientists build 
on work of 
predecessors
IN REPORTING on the Conference on Decolonising 
our Universities (July 1), your writer highlighted the 
work of the Indian scientist and mathematician C.K. 
Raju who recently corrected Einstein’s formula on 
the theory of relativity. Good for Raju!  

While we celebrate yet another step in the 
advancement of science, the writer’s contention that 
Raju’s achievement resulted in “another great god of 
science and mathematics, Albert Einstein, (being) 
dragged down from his Olympian heights” shows a 
misplaced understanding of the way science 
advances.  

Science progresses when researchers build upon 
the foundation laid down by their predecessors.  

From the 13th century, researchers in Europe 
studied and translated the earlier work of scientists 
from the Arabic-speaking world who in turn, from 
the 8th century, studied and translated the learning 
bequeathed by the Greeks.

In research, scientists confirm, disprove or refine 
the findings of those who have gone before them. 
Indeed, even if a scientist were proven wrong down 
the road, there is no dishonour as long as his 
conclusions had been properly drawn from 
information available at the time.  

The landmark discoveries of Einstein that 
modified the basic laws of gravitation promulgated by 
another scientific luminary, Newton, three centuries 
before do not lessen our admiration of the latter. Is 

there need to denigrate Einstein if someone else 
has now elucidated further on his discovery?

Researcher
Kuala Lumpur

Few contractors 
giving others a 
bad name
AS A contractor interested in tendering for 
one of the jobs on the MRT project, I have 
observed that the pre-qualification tender 
process has so far been smooth and that the 
government body overlooking the project, 
Prasarana, has been fair to all parties. 

It even went to the extent of revising the 
pre-qualification criteria for elevated civil 
work, stations and depot work construction 
packages to allow as many local contractors 
as possible to take part. 

However, it was indeed disappointing to 
see so few contractors present at the 
contractors briefing organised by Prasarana 
to explain the revised criteria. It would 
seem that a handful of contractors are doing 
all the complaining and who would 
probably not be competent for the job even 
after the criteria has been lowered to the 
bare minimum. 

This minority are giving a bad name to 
the majority who want to do an honest 
day’s job and earn a living. The pre-
qualifying stage will weed out contractors 
who are not competent for the job and 
hopefully let those who can do the job get 
on with it. 

Good on Prasarana for giving deserving 
cases a chance and hopefully there will be 
good news soon for contractors who fulfil 
the criteria to go on to the next stage. 

M. Martin
Kuala Lumpur 

For the first time, 
we are seeing 
some semblance of 
regulated criteria 
(including making 
presentation and 
competing with 
each other) to be 
used when 
applications are 
made for 
public funds.

Defi ned research criteria

Perdana Foundation must be truly global

Are we ready for Anak Malaysia?
WHAT should you put on your child’s birth 
certificate if you marry someone of another 
ethnic origin? Should it be Anak Melayu, Anak 
Cina, Anak India or Anak Malaysia?

These questions show that we are in the 
middle of an identity crisis. If we are 
promoting “Anak Malaysia”, we need to 
first revise our school system. Our two-
school type system – national and 
vernacular – tears us apart. The result is 
that our younger generations do not know 
other races. 

Also from my random observation, I 
never see the Chinese or Indians reading 
Malay newspapers, books or magazines when 
we all know that Bahasa Malaysia is the official 
language. I am sorry for the harsh statement, 
but that is the reality.

We need to strengthen our use of Bahasa 

PORT KLANG RANKS 
13 IN THE WORLD 
– PAGE 16

THE Perdana Global Peace Foundation is an 
initiative to bring about peace all over the 
world, to put an end to war, and bring 
security to war torn areas where justice is 
virtually non-existent.

As a global initiative, the foundation 
must extend its activities to all regions, 
irrespective of race and religion, to live up 
to its name. The foundation constantly 
takes active measures in the Palestinian 
cause, but is seen to be less interested in 
other regions.

If it were to extend its initiatives 
elsewhere, its image will be enhanced 
globally.

Near our own shores in Sri Lanka, 
according to Channel 4 news, people are 
butchered and women raped, a report 
authenticated by the United Nations. There 
are 90,000 widows and children without 
fathers in Sri Lanka due to the war. 

Latest reports seem to indicate that the 
situation is getting worse. This provides a 
good opportunity for the foundation to 
change public perception of it by taking 
initiatives in the form of giving aid and other 
appropriate measures. 

K.T. Maran 
Seremban
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Why the need 
for middlemen?

A
T THE end of August 2009, an 
innocuous email came from Richard 
Baker, one-half of the award-winning 
investigative reporting team from 

The Australian, the other being Nick 
McKenzie. He wrote: “An Australian journalist 
working in Malaysia suggested I contact you to 
see if you might be able to help a colleague and 
I track down some information on a KL 
businessman called Abdul Kayum Bin Syed 
Ahmad? He is the Malaysia agent for two 
Australian banknote companies, Securency 
and Note Printing Australia, which are owned 
by the Reserve Bank of Australia and have 
made the polymer notes that circulate in 
Malaysia.”

That saw the fruition of a working 
relationship which resulted in many stories on 
the banknote scandal. And for good measure, 
of the painstaking task undertaken, Baker in a 
subsequent email, remarked: “It took us eight 
months before we had enough information to 
run our first story on the Reserve Bank of 
Australia’s brushes with corruption.” 

In April last year, McKenzie took a hurried 
trip from Sydney to London and then to Kuala 
Lumpur to produce a television documentary 
on the scandal for the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation. Officials from Bank Negara in 
Kuala Lumpur declined to be interviewed, but 
among those interviewed for the documentary 
were officials from the Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission, Transparency 
International’s Datuk Paul Low and two 
businessmen who had some information on 
the deal. In the course of our investigations, 
Terence Fernandez and this writer managed a 
business lunch with Bank Negara officials who 
were tight-lipped and a one-line response 
appeared in a subsequent story.

Last week, when a former Bank Negara 
assistant director was charged with accepting 
bribes from Abdul Kayum, a journalist 
tweeted: “Congratulations” and provided a 
link to the news story. There’s nothing to gloat 
about as big fish still swim freely and the many 
questions posed remain unanswered. Because 
the case is already in court, there shall be no 
comment on it, but a few questions have to be 
answered.

This is not the only case which theSun has 
exposed over the years. From the basics of 
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non-compliance to rules and regulations 
governing procurement to payment for 
non-existent services, we have exposed them 
all. Besides, the amount of state land alienated 
to cronies at prices far below market level by 
certain heads of state governments has also 
been exposed.

Why was there the need for a middleman 
when Bank Negara Malaysia was dealing with 
a 100% Reserve Bank of Australia-owned 
subsidiary, Note Printing Australia? It should 
have been (central) bank to (central) bank 
surely, and to be more specific – government 
to government? Surely if Malaysia Airlines 
wants to buy planes, it would either be dealing 
with Boeing in Seattle or Airbus in Toulouse 
and not some RM2 Malaysian company whose 
directors don’t know the tail of an aircraft from 
the nose?

The supply of currency notes is just one 
example which has come to the fore because 
two Aussie journalists investigated the scam 
from their own perspectives. Why are we 
allowing middlemen to hijack the supply of 
services and goods and then add their own 
margins (which sometimes run into millions) 
and bill the government for which the 
taxpayers have to pay? Wouldn’t it be prudent 
to deal directly with the supplier or his 
legitimate representative? This is not only 
happening with the printing of currency notes 
but almost all other goods or services sought 
by the government and its agencies. [For 
instance, the government expects to save 15% 
by doing away with travel agents, according to 
the Performance Management and Delivery 
Unit (Pemandu) division yesterday.]

We have been asked to tighten our belts. 
The government can no longer go on 
subsidising our petrol and fuel. We need to 
save as much as we can. We should no longer 
encourage, condone or accept the role of 
middlemen. Common sense dictates that 
goods are cheaper at source because at every 
level – wholesale and retail – there are margins 
added. The starting point is to do away with 
the middlemen who have milked our coffers. 
And if we do indeed need incinerators to 
manage our rubbish, we shouldn’t be even 
talking to someone who does not know the 
difference between fahrenheit and centigrade.

R. Nadeswaran reiterates that the first step in 
good governance is to make public all 

procurement contracts and that includes the 
supply of power. He is theSun’s UK 

correspondent. Contact: citizen-nades@
thesundaily.com 

Science is about why, not what
THIS refers to the comment by “Researcher” 
(July 4) on the article by Zainon Ahmad on the 
Conference on Decolonising Our Universities. 
As a general proposition, I agree that science is 
fallible, so there is no need to denigrate a 
scientist for making a mistake. However, 
Einstein’s mistake occurs in a context where he 
is suspected of having copied the entire theory 
of relativity from Poincare. In this context, a 
mistake has a different significance. 

Anyway, my point in the conference was 
that science is not about what you believe but 
why. People blindly trust scientists and stories 
about them, and such blind trust amounts to 
superstition, not science. People blindly trusted 
Einstein and went wrong about science. 

“Researcher” too should have read what 
Einstein wrote, what Poincare wrote, and what 
I wrote (http://ckraju.net/misc/Einstein.html, 
with references to published work). By 
commenting without understanding the facts of 
the case, “Researcher” has only proved my 
point. My further point was that such gullibility 
of the colonised was exploited by the 
colonisers who fed them a false history of 
science to change the education system and 
thus dominate their minds. 

                                                                            C. K. Raju
Visiting Professor

School of Mathematical Sciences
Universiti Sains Malaysia

I WRITE this letter for some clarification from 
the Road Transport Department on the use of 
tints on vehicles. 

I ask because I have seen numerous cars 
with heavily tinted vehicles without regard for 
the law if there is any. Are there double 
standards here and if not, why do they 
blatantly get away with it. 

If the law is silent on this matter, I too would 
like to heavily tint my car as not only does it 
look nice, it will also offer extra protection from 
the scorching sun. I hope someone in authority 
at the RTD can enlighten me on this isue. 

Law Abiding Citizen
via email

In the dark over tints
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Saturdays for rest 
and familyMore level debate 

called for

Asean picture of 
disharmony

BY YAP MUN CHING

W
HILE googling the address of a 
shopping mall in Bangsar recently, 
my browser unexpectedly 
downloaded a page headlined: 

Bubarkan Negara Boneka “Malaysia”. The 
hackers went on to claim that “Kami sebagai 
Bangsar Indonesia tidak akan diam dan inilah 
cara kami untuk membalas perlakuan kalian 
terhadap Indonesia”. 

It was not entirely clear what 
Malaysia’s apparent offence was, 
but from past flare-ups, it probably 
involved unhappiness over a 
territorial dispute or a case of 
domestic worker abuse. A trickier 
question to answer is who could 
have been responsible for this act 
of cyber vandalism. If one were to 
consider other hacking attempts 
reported in the international press, 
few of these incidents are as simple 
as they appear and it is difficult to 
shake off the suspicion that there 
may be more organised support behind these 
actions.  

Viewing this development as part of a bigger 
Asean picture, all does not seem well with this 
outwardly cosy association. Although Asean 
leaders want the world to view the region as a 
united one, sentiments on the ground often 
send quite the opposite signal. Malaysian and 
Indonesian leaders may occasionally claim 
kinship (serumpun) but hostile rivalries erupt 

I REFER to “Decolonisation of universities 
begins with us” (July 1). Firstly, it is good that 
mistakes of the past are highlighted. For 
example, we now know that many European 
scholars might have been academically 
dishonest as your news report implies. 

However, if we’re not careful, the post-
colonial approach might degenerate into mere 
west-bashing and thumping the egos of non-
westerners. If we truly desire academic 
honesty, then one has to scrutinise every 
scholar and historian’s work. Can we say that 
historical accounts by Asians are more 
neutral, not racist, etc? That Asian academ-
icians have never plagiarised? If we can come 
up with  specific examples of Asian 
academicians, then the debate will be more 
level.

Secondly, it is true that the Catholic church 
did commit some errors in persecuting 
academicians (e.g. Copernicus, etc). It should 
be pointed out that the church’s claim to 
infallibility (safeguarded from error) is only in 
her teaching on matters relating to morals and 
faith. Hence, the church may be liable to error 
when it makes statements about say, science 
and business, but safeguarded from error 
when it makes statements about the moral 
aspects of science. 

BL
Petaling Jaya

SCHOOLS in Negri Sembilan are forced to 
conduct the Majlis Pelancaran Bulan 
Kecergasan KPM 2011 JPNS from 7.30am to 
12.30pm this Saturday. If it was such an 
important programme, why was it made 
known to schools only on Tuesday, five days 
before the event? 

Last Saturday, schools nationwide 
participated in the 1M1S run, which managed 
to enter the Malaysian Book of Records. Now 
another Saturday, which is not a replacement 
for any holiday, is used up. Why does the 
Education Department want to work 
teachers to the bone? When are students 
expected to have rest and relaxation with 
their families? 

I am sure the department is aware that 
Saturdays have been made non-working days 
for government servants. So is it fair to ask 
teachers to work on two consecutive 
Saturdays? 

As a family man, I appeal to the Education 
Minister to spare the teachers and students of 
Negri Sembilan the pain of going to work this 
weekend. Let them have their rest and family 
time, so that they are more productive in the 
week ahead.

JJ
Seremban

just as suddenly over something as 
innocuous as a game of football. 

These neighbourly disputes 
assume a more serious tone further 
up north as another of Asean’s 
founding members, Thailand, has 
been embroiled in running 
disputes with practically all its 
neighbours, the most critical being 
its dispute with Cambodia over 
territory adjoining the World 
Heritage-designated Preah Vihear 
Temple. Despite sporadic live fire 
exchanges since 2008, no solution 

seems likely as the warring duo have rejected 
all regional attempts at negotiating an 
acceptable compromise. In fact, to press its 
claim and further irk its neighbour, Cambodia 
has replaced the picture of its famed Angkor 
Wat on Cambodian Visitor Arrival cards with 
one of the Preah Vihear Temple. 

The problem with these festering disputes is 
not only that they may degenerate into wider 
conflicts but that they have also focused 

unwelcome attention on the 10-member 
grouping which is once again in the spotlight 
for its inability to find solutions to intra-
regional disputes. Asean has long suffered the 
criticism of being nothing more than a regional 
talk shop and the persistent refusal of its 
members to accept Asean-level mediation have 
all but cemented this negative reputation. 
Malaysia is among the parties to blame as it too 
has side-stepped regional peace-making efforts. 

Asean’s inability to act in a cohesive manner 
also raises questions over its future role in an 
Asia increasingly dominated by the interests of 
emerging China and India. While Asean has 
sponsored the establishment of wider 
groupings to engage its Asian neighbours and 
other powerful trade blocs, these attempts fall 
short of success as none of these groupings 
have been effective in countering aggressive 
external overtures. Just last month, Vietnam 
stood alone in its protests against Chinese naval 
posturing in the South China Sea despite the 
fact that the majority of Asean nations are 
littoral states to this important body of water. 
Furthermore, although Malaysia, Brunei, the 
Philippines and Vietnam all lay claim to parts of 
the coveted Spratly Islands, rather than 
working in concert to strengthen their 
collective position, all have allowed themselves 
to be divided by the largest claimant, China, to 
their own detriment. 

Unless Asean steps up to the challenge of 
addressing real regional issues, its relevance 
will be increasingly questioned as Asia gains 
prominence in the global order. At some point, 
Asean citizens too would question the necessity 
of funding an organisation that is more known 
for its golfing and karaoke sessions than 
addressing the pressing issues of the 21st 
century. 

Mun Ching enjoys travelling off the beaten 
path to discover the grittier but more revealing 

parts of the region we call home.

Freespace
Where young views rule
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Thinking, high-income nation
THERE is a lot of talk about turning our 
country into a high income nation. I am all for 
it. And we have no time to lose before other 
competing nations grab that dream from us, 
and all we end up with is crumbs – not caviar.

Indeed, the competition is hot. According 
to a 2010 IMF report on per capita income, 
Malaysia ranks 57, behind countries like 
Botswana, Croatia and Slovakia. Singapore, 
once a part of us, is third.

Compared with Singapore, we are well-
endowed with natural resources. Where did 
all these resources go? For now, let’s talk about 
what is needed to take our nation up that high 
income path – a thinking population.

Einstein said insanity is doing the same 
thing over and over again and expecting 
different results. That means if we want to get 
to high income status, we (employees, 
government servants, citizens) must challenge 
the status quo, think out of the box, and ignore 
those hollow pleas that “this is the way we do 
things here”. Blind, unquestioning 
follow-my-leader is an ostrich mindset. 

In today’s globalised playing field, it 
would get us stampeded into the ground, 
especially if the leaders are not acting in 
our best interest. It is a well-known fact 
that creativity can never be nurtured in a 
climate of fear. Creativity gurus will tell 
you what is vitally needed is an 
environment where people are 
encouraged to think differently from the 
herd, to dare to voice new ideas and to test 
out ideas even if it means making mistakes. 

A high income nation is just wishful 
thinking if we condone a culture where 
dissenting ideas are repressed by intimidation 
and use of force, and everyone is expected to 
toe the line. A fearful, silenced populace can 
never be an innovative, vocal workforce. 

When I was reading for my Master’s in the 
UK, I learnt the importance of critical 
thinking. For every topic we were discussing, 
we read the opinions of four to five thinkers 
on it. That made us realise there are always 
two sides to a coin. Thus, to arrive at more 
robust conclusions, we cannot just rely on one 
source of information – like, we cannot just 
rely on local mainstream media; checking out 
alternative media, even international media, 
would give us a balanced view.

Therefore it is important that, as a nation 
that aspires to be high income, we address 
issues through healthy, open public debate, 
where both sides are allowed to tell their story. 
In this way, we can learn to exercise our minds, 
form our own opinions and be a thinking 
population. We should expect nothing less.

Limli
Petaling Jaya
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Honour richly 
deserved
IT IS indeed a well-deserved tribute to 
academic, writer and journalist Khalidah 
Adibah Amin to have been awarded the 
National Press Club (NPC) – AmBank Media 
Legend award at the NPC-Naza Awards Night 
2011.

As one who followed her writings in the 
70s, I must say that few writers have that rare 
gift to convey their thoughts with graceful 
sophistication and insight, simple yet 
dynamic in the use of language, and most of 
all, with a sense of honesty pointing the 
reader to what could be a better way without 
showing partiality or appearing offensive or 
pedantic.

While the award by the sponsors and 
organisers is certainly commendable, I would 
like to humbly suggest that the government 
might wish to consider the conferment of an 
appropriate title to honour Adibah and her 
contribution to Malaysia as a writer and 
journalist par excellence.

Rueben Dudley
Petaling Jaya

Why some areas were unaffected by water cut
SYARIKAT Bekalan Air Selangor (Syabas)  
writes in response to public complaints on the 
scheduled water disruption on June 22 to 
facilitate maintenance and upgrading of the 
Sungai Selangor Phase 1 (SSP1) Water 
Treatment Plant (WTP) by Syarikat Pengeluar 
Air Sungai Selangor (SPLASH). 

Among the complaints was dissatisfaction 
that some people had been unaffected and that 
Syabas had raised a false alarm.

We would like to clarify that water 
disruption to affected areas in Selangor and 
Kuala Lumpur was scheduled for only 48 hours 
and not three days as mentioned by many. 

The scheduled maintenance and upgrading 
of the plant was carried out according to 
schedule and completed two-and-a-half hours 
earlier than expected. However, some areas did 
not experience the expected disruption for the 
following reasons:
� Most residential premises are equipped with 
24-hour storage in water tanks, giving residents 
supply even during the disruption period;

�  As work was completed ahead of schedule, 
we were able to release water supply earlier, 
resulting in fewer areas being affected;
� Although SSP1 was shut down for mainten-
ance, there was still enough water for distribu-
tion as we had asked other treatment plants 
such as Sungai Selangor Phase 2 and 3 to maxi-
mise production prior to the shutdown; and
�  Syabas had also taken the initiative to fill up 
affected reservoirs to the maximum prior to the 
shutdown to allow continuous supply during 
the disruption.

With proper planning, we managed to 
reduce the number of areas affected. 

SPLASH had several times proposed to 
carry out work of SSP1, but Syabas had to 
postpone the request, taking into consideration 
that it would affect a large number of 
consumers. However, we understand that 
SPLASH was unable to delay work any longer 
as it would have caused more serious issues 
including unscheduled water disruption in the 
event of a failure at the WTP. 

Syabas had issued notices to the public 
seven days earlier and they were published in 
major newspapers from June 15-17. SMS 
notifications were also sent out via residents 
associations and to industrial consumers on 
June 14. However, when Syabas sent a second 
reminder on June 21 via electronic and print 
media, those unaware of earlier notices thought 
it was a last minute notification. 

We hope the explanation given is 
satisfactory. The public is encouraged to 
contact us at the toll free number 1-800-88-
5252 or SMS by typing PUSPEL <space> 
<report, complaint or enquiry> and sending 
to 39222 for any information or to report any 
problem on water supply. Consumers can 
also connect with Syabas via Facebook and 
Twitter for the latest updates in the water 
supply industry.

    
Abdul Halem Mat Som

Executive Director, Corporate Affairs
Syabas



I WAS at the Immigration Department in 
Putrajaya recently when I encountered an 
officer at the enforcement counter whose 
attitude left much to be desired.

He imposed a maximum fine of 
RM1,100 on my foreign maid who had 
“overstayed” due to  an error in her 
documents. I was not allowed to see his 
superior to make an appeal. 

After having paid the fine, I was 
referred to another section where 
another front line officer noticed the 
technicality and accompanied me back 
to the previous section to explain to the 
section head that the fine had been 
wrongfully imposed. Within 10 minutes, I 
was refunded. I wish  to thank the latter for 

going the extra mile.
As a  former government servant myself, 

we were constantly reminded to protect the 
good name of the department. Likewise, the 
Immigration Department, needs officers who 
can safeguard its image.

Satu Ribu
Klang

I REFER to the letter “Looking forward to 
pleasant police” (June 28) on the IGP’s plan to 
have good looking police officers portray a 
friendly look. 

Every policeman must be aware that he 
serves the public and should therefore be 
courteous when dealing with them. Even in 
dealing with suspected criminals, the police 
should carry out their duty with a conscience, 
because it is for the law to take care of 
wrongdoers. Police personnel should also not 
take bribes. This attitude is more important 
than just being handsome. 

In KL, it has been noticed many times that 
there is hardly ever a policeman in busy places 

like Chow Kit Road, LRT stations and bus 
stops. All one sees is City Hall enforcement 
officers looking for parking encroachments 
etc, and traffic cops in the morning and 
evening directing traffic during busy hours.

In smaller towns in the United States for 
example, the police know the names of the 
people and vice versa. This is possible because 
they make regular rounds, join in community 
functions, etc. I salute the sacrifices that have 
been made by our police, but there is much 
room for improvement. 

Mohamed
via email
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Clean ralliesI 
PARTICIPATED in an event preceding one 
touted to have historic implications for the 
nation. The gathering was supposed to 
usher in a new era of patriotism, and to 

prove to the world that here was a country 
capable of producing the right results. Those 
assembled were dressed in clothing of the 
prescribed colour for the event. Royal 
endorsement was never in doubt from the 
beginning. The masses had a point to make, and 
they were going to make it with impassioned 
gusto. 

Some had travelled far and wide to attend 
and were not going to budge even if the rain 
threatened to make them very wet indeed. The 
police and security services were out in full 
force to prevent the participants’ emotions 
spilling over into violence. Expectations were 
high not only in this stadium but in the streets of 
the capital, and regardless of what happened at 
the end of the day there would be those who 
would claim victory. This was going to be one 
heck of a series of rallies.

And then it began. Andy Murray served, and 
won the first game of the gentlemen’s semi-final 
match with ease. He went on to win the first set 
without much fuss, in fact, and brought Centre 
Court to deafening cheers with his charismatic 
demolition of Rafael Nadal. Alas, it all began to 
fall apart in the second set, with far too many 
returns ending below the tape of the net, but the 

crowd remained optimistic to the end – a trait 
much practised by the British ever since 
Aorangi Terrace was colloquially renamed 
“Henman Hill” due to the seething crowds 
swathed in Union Jacks congregating to support 
Britain’s former number one as they sipped 
Pimm’s and consumed large quantities of 
strawberries and cream.

I have attended many sports events in the 
past – football finals, squash tournaments, 
motor race days, equestrian meets, canoeing 
challenges – but Wimbledon is in a class of its 
own. It is much more than a venue for the 
world’s greatest tennis event, but a British – 
particularly an English – institution. People who 
don’t care about tennis the other 50 weeks of the 
year are transfixed to the screen for one 
fortnight just because “it’s Wimbledon”.  

To a certain extent it happens in Malaysia 
with squash and badminton. We’re good at 
these sports, and just because we’re good, an 
opportunity exists to cheer on our side. 

Exceedingly unhealthy citizens who never do 
any exercise suddenly learn the rules to these 
particular games, and it’s becoming quite usual 
to see Jalur Gemilang being boisterously 
unfurled and waved alongside the beating of 
kompang and “Malaysia Boleh!”, perhaps the 
most universally accepted rallying cry ever 
since the new lyrics were assigned to Terang 
Bulan.  

However, I was rather puzzled by the local 
adulation of Li Na after she won the French 
Open (she was knocked out relatively early at 
Wimbledon). Why did so many Malaysians feel 
inspired by a Chinese woman winning, when 
we already have the top spot in women’s squash 
and several top spots in badminton too? It might 
make sense if she consistently played sublimely, 
but it seemed the characteristic that got so 
many excited was the fact that she was Asian. 
Asians win many other things too, but we don’t 
get excited. It was a sporting bandwagon I 
didn’t get.

Hosting sport brings some of the same 
benefits to sports education as well. The 
Commonwealth Games was a fine example of 
how national pride boosted our performance. 

Less can be said about Formula One, but I’m 
sure many more of us know at least a little bit 
more about mechanics and aerodynamics as a 
result of the parties that descend upon Sepang 
and Kuala Lumpur when race day comes.  

We do host tennis events that attract good 
players also. The 2010 Malaysian Open was won 
by Mikhail Youzhny, who lost to Roger Federer 
in the fourth round of Wimbledon this year 
before the latter himself uncharacteristically 
lost to Frenchman Tsonga in a gruelling five-
setter.

But a lot of rallies of a different kind take 
place in Malaysia. I haven’t had the chance to 
attend any yet, but I’ve received many 
invitations to attend them. These are not as 
clean, involving a much higher risk of injury to 
both the participants and the observers. But I 
am told that there is a new cohort of Malaysian 
rally drivers in the making and this year alone 
there have been big events in Negri Sembilan, 
Johor and Perlis.  

Last week I wrote about another type to take 
place in Kuala Lumpur, but the article had the 
same fate as the optimism of Andy Murray’s 
supporters. It vanished.

Tunku ‘Abidin Muhriz is president of the 
Institute for Democracy and Economic Affairs. 

Comments: letters@thesundaily.com
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ABIDING TIMES
by Tunku ‘Abidin Muhriz

Greater than the sum of its parts
I AM not a physicist and I don’t know very 
much more about Einstein’s Theory of 
Relativity than the next person. My response to 
the article “Decolonisation of universities 
begins with us” was made owing to what I felt 
was undue disparaging of Einstein just because 
someone else had made a correction to one of 
his equations. 

Prof C.K. Raju has now said (July 6) that 
Einstein’s vilification is justified because the 
latter is suspected to have “copied the entire 
Theory of Relativity from Poincaré”.   

Prof Raju’s erudite analysis of the works of 
Einstein and Poincaré that led him to this 
conclusion are best left to discussion among 
experts. Here, I would just like to share a few 
common sense thoughts.

Plagiarism in scientific research does 
happen. For example, someone could rehash a 
long forgotten report in an obscure research 
discipline, and have it published in one of the 
less read journals. However, such shenanigans 
are difficult to pull off in a high profile area of 
research where each new discovery is minutely 
discussed, analysed and dissected by experts in 
the field.  

If Einstein had essentially plagiarised the 
discoveries of Poincaré, this transgression 
would not have been lost on a host of expert 
physicists who had applauded Einstein for his 
discovery. As much as they were Einstein’s 
contemporaries, they were also Poincaré’s.  

It would arguably have been easier for 
scientists of the day to be persuaded by the 
writings of someone of the stature of Poincaré, 
a distinguished professor at the Sorbonne, than 
Einstein, a Bern Patent Office technical expert, 
third class.

Indeed, if Poincaré had in fact anticipated 
Einstein’s findings on relativity, wouldn’t the 
community of physicists have hoisted Poincaré 
on their collective shoulders and declared him a 
genius, even before Einstein’s publication? Why 
did they hold back their praise until Einstein’s 
paper came along?

Rightly or wrongly, the scientific community 
at large were of the opinion that the body of 
work accomplished by Einstein represented an 
important advancement over existing 
knowledge at the time. How would such a turn 
of events square with Prof Raju’s contention 
that Poincaré had in fact articulated all the 
essential elements leading to the theory earlier?  

I would hazard a guess that what Einstein 
offered to the scientific community in his 
Theory of Relativity was greater than the sum 
of its parts. Think of a jigsaw puzzle. All the 
pieces are already there to begin with, yet 
someone still has to put them all together to 
make sense of the final picture. Might Einstein 
have been that someone?

Researcher
Kuala Lumpur

Schools not to blame for disunity
I REFER to the letter “Are we ready for Anak 
Malaysia?” (July 4). The writer says the exist-
ence of vernacular schools has caused disunity 
among the races because the various races do 
not see each other. Well, the purpose of this 
type of school is to build a strong foundation of 
the mother tongue, and students of other races 
are welcome to enrol in these schools. 

In some Chinese schools, the number of 
bumiputra students is more than the Chinese 
students, and statistics show that the result in 
the UPSR examination for Mathematics in 
Chinese schools is very encouraging. We 
should also not forget that there are schools 
that specially cater for bumiputra like UITM, 
Maktab Rendah Sains Mara and Sekolah 
Menengah Sains. Can we blame these schools 
for disunity among the races? 

The main problem that has caused 
discomfort among us is the political agenda of 
certain politicians and their provoking 
statements published in certain newspapers. I 
agree, however, that we must have a common 
language, Bahasa Malaysia, and that we must 
try to make use of it whenever there is an 
occasion where the participants are from 

various races to encourage interaction and 
communication. 

 
David Tan

Melaka

Not representative 
of all Malays
I REFER to “All for Anak Malaysia” (July 5). I 
would like to emphasize that my letter is not 
about being racist, but only to highlight a 
possible solution to our problems. Berita Harian 
and Utusan do not represent the whole Malay 
voice. There are many Malay newspapers, 
books and magazines in the market which are 
not racist. The most important thing is to 
strengthen the command of Bahasa Malaysia. 

Secondly, the origin of the word Allah is not 
BM. It is from an Arabic word. 

Thirdly, I agree with the writer that the 
government should emphasize more on 
vernacular languages and include them in the 
curriculum of national schools. Perhaps when 

this is implemented, it would attract non-
Malays to national schools.  

Omar
Kajang

Bad example
I REFER to the letter “All for Anak Malaysia” 
(July 5). I don’t intend to participate in the 
debate, but wish to refer to writer’s assertion 
that “there are double standards when it comes 
to Malay – that when it is convenient for some, 
Bahasa Malaysia must be used by all, and when 
it’s not, the people are prohibited from using 
the language. 

It is unfortunate that she has chosen a bad 
example in the use of the word Allah to make 
her point. The Malay word for God is tuhan, 
and Allah is the proper name for God in Islam. 
The Arabic word for God is ilah, which all 
Muslims know.

Shahrir
via email
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Attitude more important

Bad experience at Immigration Dept



S
TATISTICS show the US economic 
recovery, which began in June 2009, is 
now two years old. Although the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) fell last 

Friday to end at 12,657.2, the benchmark has 
skyrocketed by 93.3% from the 12-year closing 
low of 6,547.05 recorded on March 9, 2009, a 
reflection of soaring investor optimism. 

Meanwhile, hefty dividends underscore 
American corporations’ rising confidence about 
business prospects. In the first half of this year, 
US$30 billion (RM91.4 billion) was paid out in 
dividends – US$3.5 billion (RM10.7 billion) 
higher than the amount disbursed for the whole 
of last year, S&P Indices say. From January to 
June this year, the ratio of dividend increases to 
decreases was 19:1, a remarkable turnaround 
from the 3:2 ratio in 2009.

Why then do opinion polls show a markedly 
different picture? Conducted nine weeks ago, a 
USA Today/Gallup poll indicates 55% of those 
surveyed think the recession is continuing – a 
figure that includes 29% who say it is more like 
a depression. 

Because consumer spending accounts for 
70% of US economic activity, if more than half 
of Americans believe the economy is in retreat, 
they could keep their wallets closed, thereby 

causing the US economy to stall. And a stagnant 
US economy could imperil President Obama’s 
prospects of being re-elected in November next 
year. 

For Malaysian officials now drawing up 
Budget 2012, a tepid US economy could crimp 
demand for exports of electrical and electronic 
goods and prolong the current slide in global 
prices of oil. Since exports remain a major 
driver of the Malaysian economy, growth in this 
country could sputter.  

Less than stellar economic prospects could 
also complicate the timing of this country’s next 
general election. Although the present 
government’s mandate ends in May 2013, many 
analysts expect Malaysia to go to the polls 
within the next 12 months.      

In the US, the sharp disconnect between 
optimism on Wall Street and in boardrooms 
and pessimism on Main Street is due to two 
factors – Americans too overburdened with 
debt to spend and 
the dismal outlook 
for wages and jobs.   

Federal Reserve 
numbers crunched 
by Haver Analytics 
show average 
household debt now 
equals 119% of annual 
after-tax income – 
significantly higher 
than the 66% level at 
the same point after 

the 1981-1982 recession and the 85% share after 
the 1990-1991 downturn. 

Meanwhile, wages and benefits now 
account for 57.5% of the US economy – an 
all-time low compared with the remarkably 
stable 64% average until the mid-2000s, an 
Associated Press (AP) article by Paul 
Wiseman says. 

This figure suggests a big chunk of the 
economy’s gains have gone to shareholders, 
through higher corporate profits, rather than to 
employees.

Adding to the gloom, US Labor Department 
data released last Friday shows the US economy 
generated only 18,000 net jobs in June – the 
public sector shed 39,000 jobs while the private 
sector added 57,000 jobs – well below the 
300,000 jobs needed each month to shrink 
unemployment significantly.  

The June jobs report shows 14.1 million were 
unemployed, including 6.3 million who have 

been out of work for six 
months or longer.

Unemployment 
rose to 9.2% in June, the 
highest this year, the 
same report says. Even 
more discouraging, 
unemployment has 
topped 8% for 29 
months, the longest 
streak since the 1930s, 
the AP article says. In 
contrast, after the last 

three recessions, unemployment in the US 
averaged 6.8%.

Although the lack of hiring in June may be 
due to seasonal factors, the cause could also be 
structural. During the 2000s, US multinational 
corporations (MNCs) reduced jobs by 
2.9 million domestically while increasing 
employment overseas by 2.4 million, 
Commerce Department data shows. 

In the 1990s, these MNCs added 4.4 million 
jobs in the US and 2.7 million overseas. This 
suggests a significant number of jobs in the US 
may have been lost permanently. 

If American companies are able to 
produce more goods and services than ever 
before with seven million fewer workers, 
where is the incentive to step up hiring, asks 
Bernard Baumohl, chief global economist at 
research and forecasting firm The Economic 
Outlook.   

June’s discouraging job report has stoked 
fears the US economy could either stagnate or 
slide into another recession.  

“It’s an abysmally weak (June) report. All the 
distress indicators are flashing red,” said Patrick 
O’Keefe, economic research director at 
accounting firm J.H. Cohn. 

Equally worrying, uncertainty over the 
eurozone’s debt crisis and concern China’s 
efforts to curb inflation could reduce its intake 
of US exports could prompt private sector 
employers to adopt a wait-and-see attitude 
before stepping up hiring. 

“Why would an employer hire now?” 
economist Ken Mayland at ClearView 
Economics asks.

And with Washington mired in policy 
paralysis over raising the debt limit, the outlook 
for the US economy appears bleak. 

Opinions expressed in this article are the 
personal views of the writer and should not be 

attributed to any organisation she is connected 
with. Comments: letters@thesundaily.com
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Missing in action – jobs in 
the US economy

Rail commuters taking up parking
LITTLE India in Brickfields is probably one of 
the few places in the Kuala Lumpur business 
district where legal parking bays are available 
free of charge. 

Unfortunately, due to the close proximity 
of the KL Sentral LRT and Monorail stations 
(within walking distance of these parking 
areas), most of the bays are quickly taken up 
by commuters using rail facilities. It is almost 
impossible for shoppers and those visiting 
restaurants in Little India to find parking bays 
after 8.30am on weekdays.

This problem can be eased to a 

considerable extent by the authorities 
charging parking fees. There are ample 
unused parking spaces available adjoining the 
Sentral station, at reasonable rates. However 
these are not taken up due to the lure of free 
parking in Little India.

Charging parking fees in Little India will 
ease the availability of spaces for shoppers and 
restaurant customers and cut down on illegal 
double parking.

M.G.D
Kuala Lumpur

Scientists can err
THIS refers to the letter “Greater than the sum 
of its parts” (July 8) from Researcher. Poincare 
noticed what Einstein never did, that relativity 
leads to functional differential equations. 
Accepting this changes physics fundamentally, 
as I have pointed out in the book Time: Towards 
a Consistent Theory (Kluwer, 1994). One cannot 
get around this simple fact by counterfactually 
arguing that the scientific community is utopian 
and hence infallible. 

Science and scientists are both human and 
fallible, else science would never progress. 
Researcher’s argument is a known fallacious 
one, which rules out the possibility of research 
leading to fundamentally new knowledge. 

This was my point at the conference on 
“Decolonising our Universities” – that there are 

far too many people like Researcher steadfastly 
refusing to examine the facts and groping in the 
dark to preserve the stories they were 
indoctrinated with from childhood. 
Superstitions flourish in an atmosphere of 
ignorance, and the present education system is 
designed to keep people scientifically ignorant. 
(That includes scientists who are forced to 
overspecialise.) Thus, people are forced to trust 
(Western) authority. The solution I proposed 
was to decolonise the math and science 
curriculum, for math and science are easy, if 
taught correctly, and this would make scientific 
knowledge accessible to all, so they can decide 
of their own knowledge.  

Here is an easier example from my 
conference talk – how the scientific community 

can persistently err even on elementary science. 
The belief in “laws” of physics is not scientific, 
since it is not refutable. It is a religious belief, for 
Aquinas said God rules the world with eternal 
laws, contrary to Islamic beliefs. Nevertheless, 
this belief  is taught to school children (as in 
Newton’s “laws”) as the first lesson in science! 
Physicists like Hoodbhoy have exploited this 
pseudo-scientific belief in “laws of physics” to 
fault Islam as anti-scientific. Should we apply 
Researcher’s anti-research argument to accept 
this conclusion as valid?

 
C. K. Raju

Visiting Professor
School of Mathematical Sciences

Universiti Sains Malaysia

Banks should push for retraction of tax
REFERRING to the letter “Credit card tax 
bane” (July 19), the government’s stand to 
continue imposing the credit card 
service tax on consumers is arguably 
unjustifiable. 

In the first year when the tax was 
introduced, many were not aware or had 
overlooked it until after the RM50 tax was 
charged to their credit cards. As a result, 
those who had never used their credit cards 
before had to ask banks to “refund” or waive 
the tax. The banks would agree to comply, 

but on the condition that the card holders 
maintained their credit cards for another 
year. 

If the banks would go to extra lengths to 
keep their customers, they should be the ones 
pushing the government to retract this credit 
card tax ruling. In return, the banks should 
start better scrutinising any future new card 
applications. 

Abdun Nizar Ahmad
Kajang

MAKING           SENS
BY TAN SIOK CHOO

LETTERS
letters@thesundaily.com

No access to ‘tampered’ meter
I REFER to “TNB should engage with 
customers” (Down2Earth, July 4). I am also one 
of those who TNB claims tampered with their 
meter.

Firstly, we know nothing about electricity 
and we stay in a condominiun where all the unit 
meters are under lock by management in a 
common room beside the dustbin area. How 
can TNB claim we tamper with the meter when 
we don’t even have access to it?

Ever since moving in 12 years ago, we have 
never have a chance to see the meter, let alone 

tamper with it. TNB arbitrarily charges us a 
figure of RM3,200 and threatens to cut our 
supply unless we pay up. This is daylight 
robbery, when you just get a letter of demand 
accusing you of doing something which you 
have no knowledge of at all.

TNB even threatened to take us to court to 
bully us into paying by saying that even if we 
win the case, they have the money to take it 
further until the Federal Court, which we 
wouldn’t be able to afford. Our electricity bills 
have never been lower – they always show 

constant or gradual increases.
After changing to the digital system, our bill 

became lower, which makes me think that we 
were being overcharged with the old meter.

We are not alone as many other units have 
also experienced a drop in their bill sums after 
conversion to the new meters. Is there any 
recourse for the consumer against TNB’s high-
handed bullying?

Eric Au
via email

CM was not 
at concert
I REFER to the letter “Not World Class” 
(July 7) criticising the Penang chief minister 
for his arrogance in being 30 minutes late for a 
Konsert Utama 2011 on July 3. Chief Minister 
Lim Guan Eng never attended the said 
concert.  He was away in Kuala Terengganu 
on that day. 

The writer’s mistake is understandable as 
she is a foreigner. What is surprising is that 
she took so much effort to vent her spleen 
without taking the trouble to check and verify 
the facts with the CM’s office. The CM 
returned to Penang only on July 4. In other 
words, it may have looked like the CM, 
sounded like the CM, but it was not the CM.

Cheong Yin Fan
Press Secretary to the 

Chief Minister of Penang

Late VIP was not Lim
WITH reference to “Not World Class” 
(July 7), I was present at the Konsert Utama 
2011 at the Dewan Sri Pinang, and yes the 
delay was more than half an hour, awaiting 
the arrival of a VIP.

However, I am not sure if the writer was at 
the concert because Mr Lim Guan Eng, the 
chief minister of Penang, did not attend the 
function.

Susie Wong
via email

Please log on to www.thesundaily.my
for entry form and further details



one at the Immigration 
Department, Kassim 
Restaurant in Chulia 
Street or even the 
Hameediyah Restaurant 
in Campbell Street, but I 

am now completely loyal to Line 
Clear.

Chong: A faithful customer?
Azman: Yep, a faithful and 

satisfied customer. For years now I 
have not eaten anywhere else.

Zain: Once in a while your must 
try out others as well. They may 
have improved, or have introduced 
several new dishes, or the cook 
might be a new fellow now.

Mohan: I agree with you, Cikgu.
Zain: Blind faith is bad.
Mohan: I agree, Cikgu.
Chong: I know this is leading to 

something you have been saying 
over and over again ever since you 
attended that conference in 

Penang, “let’s free the mind of Western 
colonisation”. I know you are about to 
say that blind faith in the West is just 
as bad. 

Zain: That’s right. I’m glad I 
attended that International 
Conference on Decolonising Our 
Universities in Penang a fortnight ago. 
I am grateful to Azman for letting me 
tag along when he was assigned to 
report on the conference. The three-
day proceedings removed the shackles 
and blinkers I have been wearing all 
these years, leaving me free to think 
independently and be critical of any 
new discovery.

Mohan: To question everything.
Azman: That nothing should be 

accepted at face value. Inquiry by 
some critical eastern minds has led to 
the discovery that Copernicus’ 
discovery of the earth going around 
the sun was not his original idea at all.

Chong: So I heard. And this 
questioning has led to many gods and 
goddesses of science – the ones we 
have been worshipping – being 
toppled from their pedestals and some 
being dragged in the mud.

Mohan: It’s not going to be 
easy. While the physical 
colonisation ended with the 
lowering of the Union Jack on 
Aug 31, 1957, the colonisation of 
the mind has not ended. And our 
minds have been colonised to 
such an extent that many of us 
would come close to lynching a 
guy for saying that it was a 
Christian church that ordered the 
destruction and burning of the 
Great Library of Alexandria in the 

5th century A.D.
Azman: But the West is clever at 

explaining and rationalising 
discoveries made by non-Europeans 
which it copied. They use the word 
modern for something they took from 
us. Thus the redevelopment of the 
movable type printing press by 
Johannes Guttenberg in 1436 was 
called modern to differentiate it from 
the one invented by the Chinese 
almost 400 years earlier.

Zain: Well, it has been proven that 
there was a lot of duplicity in the past. 
There were many cases of Westerners 
taking the discoveries of Easterners 
without acknowledging them. Yes, 
they stole. But they would scream blue 
murder if any Easterner today were to 
use their discoveries without 
acknowledging it.

Chong: Some of our minds are so 
completely colonised that we find it 
difficult to believe that Europeans 
plagiarised our discoveries but would 
not hesitate to condemn any of us who 
has been suspected of “stealing” the 
work of a Westerner.

Zain: By being critical and 

unwilling to accept something without 
question, we may discover that much 
of what we know – our knowledge – 
has been based on wrong assumptions 
and basis.

Azman: I like one fellow at the 
conference who asked that since we 
are the sum total of what we know and 
since much of what we know is based 
on false assumptions, what are we?

Mohan: It is a difficult task.
Zain: Decolonising? Of course it is. 

But we must do it. Otherwise, stop 
complaining that our minds are 
colonised. I understand you saying 
that. After all, our university system is 
a Western one. And it moulds our 
mind.

Mohan: So what can we do?
Zain: Question. Why is a 

university divided into faculties? 
Africa and Asia had universities long 
before the first European university 
was established in Bologna in 1088. 
How were the pre-European 
universities of Africa and Asia 
divided? Why do we structure our 
campuses the way the Europeans do? 
Is there any other way? Already there 

are some experiments going on 
in certain campuses in Africa? 
And then there is the Swaraj 
University experiment in India.

Mohan: Are we going 
about this independent of the 
West?

Zain: No. The idea is to work 
together. The Westerners too 
have to critically examine what 
they have in place. It is going to 
take a long time, but the 
conference in Penang is a start.
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An inquiring mind will set you free

No more guessing games

Poor journalismNot just premium 
packages that 
incur higher bills
ASTRO’S full-page newspaper 
advertisement headed “Clarifying the 
Facts of Astro’s Price Adjustment” is not 
factual. The ad implies that only 
premium packages will incur higher 
bills. The Astro website tells a different 
story.

Check the option of Astro Family + 2 
mini packages and you find that your 
subscription will increase from RM49.95 
to RM55.95. And Astro Family + 2 mini 
packages + Sports will increase from 
RM71.95 to RM 82.95. These are far from 
premium packages.

And perhaps Astro could also explain 
why it is so user-unfriendly that 
subscribers are not allowed to opt for 

Astro Family + 1 mini-package.

Disappointed subscriber
via email

I REFER to “Decolonisation of universities begins 
with us” by Zainon Ahmad (July 1). It is an 
unbelievably poor piece of journalism on an 
extremely negative and xenophobic conference. 

If you really want to decolonise your 
universities, will you stop using penicillin in your 
medical colleges and cease using the internet 
immediately, please?

JD
via email

WHY do we Malaysians always have 
to be trapped in a guessing game when 
it comes to a general election? Why 
does the government always have to 
choose a “feel good period” to call for 
one?

If a government is sincere, has the 
rakyat in mind and the nation at heart, 
it should have no fear of a general 
election at any given time or feel the 

need to call for an early election. There 
is an obvious waste of money if in 
every term, we have an early election 
by say, one year. Ten terms is 10 years 
gone, and how much of the rakyat’s 
money could have been saved? 

It is time we pre-fixed a date just 
like in an US election. The 
government is given a mandate to 
serve the people – when its term is up, 

allow Malaysians to decide how we 
were served during its tenure. No 
campaigns, advertisements on TV 
(our money spent also) or “donations” 
during campaigning. We need a 
mature country/government much 
more than a developed nation!

 
Pro Malaysia

via email

SCENE: Restoran Raju, PJ

C
HONG: Azman, when 
Cikgu and you were in 
Penang a fortnight ago did 
you manage to take him to 

your favourite nasi kandar 
restaurant, Line Clear, in Penang 
Road?

Azman: Of course I did! 
Mohan: Tried other nasi kandar 

stalls?
Azman: Nope. Tried them many 

years ago. But after discovering 
Line Clear, I refused to go any-
where else. I have been persuaded 
to go back to the stall beside the 
Kapitan Keling mosque, also the 

WHAT         THEY SAY
BY ZAINON  AHMAD

LETTERS
letters@thesundaily.com

Limit parking time
I REFER to the letter “Rail commuters taking up 
parking” (July 11) on parking woes in Little India in 
Brickfields. Despite the many lawatan sambil 
belajar by the authorities overseas, they don’t 
seem to apply what they have learnt. 

In Melbourne, for example, peak time public 
parking in busy areas is limited by time. Regardless 
of whether parking is free or not, designated parking 
is marked “1P”, meaning you can park only for an 
hour at that bay, after which you will need to move 
to another. 

This is a good system around banks where 
customers double-park. It would also resolve some 

of the parking woes at Little India where LRT 
users would not be able to use free parking the 

whole day, depriving visitors to the area 
for whom it is intended. 

Thing
Kuala Lumpur 
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one at the Immigration 
Department, Kassim 
Restaurant in Chulia 
Street or even the 
Hameediyah Restaurant 
in Campbell Street, but I 

am now completely loyal to Line 
Clear.

Chong: A faithful customer?
Azman: Yep, a faithful and 

satisfied customer. For years now I 
have not eaten anywhere else.

Zain: Once in a while your must 
try out others as well. They may 
have improved, or have introduced 
several new dishes, or the cook 
might be a new fellow now.

Mohan: I agree with you, Cikgu.
Zain: Blind faith is bad.
Mohan: I agree, Cikgu.
Chong: I know this is leading to 

something you have been saying 
over and over again ever since you 
attended that conference in 

Penang, “let’s free the mind of Western 
colonisation”. I know you are about to 
say that blind faith in the West is just 
as bad. 

Zain: That’s right. I’m glad I 
attended that International 
Conference on Decolonising Our 
Universities in Penang a fortnight ago. 
I am grateful to Azman for letting me 
tag along when he was assigned to 
report on the conference. The three-
day proceedings removed the shackles 
and blinkers I have been wearing all 
these years, leaving me free to think 
independently and be critical of any 
new discovery.

Mohan: To question everything.
Azman: That nothing should be 

accepted at face value. Inquiry by 
some critical eastern minds has led to 
the discovery that Copernicus’ 
discovery of the earth going around 
the sun was not his original idea at all.

Chong: So I heard. And this 
questioning has led to many gods and 
goddesses of science – the ones we 
have been worshipping – being 
toppled from their pedestals and some 
being dragged in the mud.

Mohan: It’s not going to be 
easy. While the physical 
colonisation ended with the 
lowering of the Union Jack on 
Aug 31, 1957, the colonisation of 
the mind has not ended. And our 
minds have been colonised to 
such an extent that many of us 
would come close to lynching a 
guy for saying that it was a 
Christian church that ordered the 
destruction and burning of the 
Great Library of Alexandria in the 

5th century A.D.
Azman: But the West is clever at 

explaining and rationalising 
discoveries made by non-Europeans 
which it copied. They use the word 
modern for something they took from 
us. Thus the redevelopment of the 
movable type printing press by 
Johannes Guttenberg in 1436 was 
called modern to differentiate it from 
the one invented by the Chinese 
almost 400 years earlier.

Zain: Well, it has been proven that 
there was a lot of duplicity in the past. 
There were many cases of Westerners 
taking the discoveries of Easterners 
without acknowledging them. Yes, 
they stole. But they would scream blue 
murder if any Easterner today were to 
use their discoveries without 
acknowledging it.

Chong: Some of our minds are so 
completely colonised that we find it 
difficult to believe that Europeans 
plagiarised our discoveries but would 
not hesitate to condemn any of us who 
has been suspected of “stealing” the 
work of a Westerner.

Zain: By being critical and 

unwilling to accept something without 
question, we may discover that much 
of what we know – our knowledge – 
has been based on wrong assumptions 
and basis.

Azman: I like one fellow at the 
conference who asked that since we 
are the sum total of what we know and 
since much of what we know is based 
on false assumptions, what are we?

Mohan: It is a difficult task.
Zain: Decolonising? Of course it is. 

But we must do it. Otherwise, stop 
complaining that our minds are 
colonised. I understand you saying 
that. After all, our university system is 
a Western one. And it moulds our 
mind.

Mohan: So what can we do?
Zain: Question. Why is a 

university divided into faculties? 
Africa and Asia had universities long 
before the first European university 
was established in Bologna in 1088. 
How were the pre-European 
universities of Africa and Asia 
divided? Why do we structure our 
campuses the way the Europeans do? 
Is there any other way? Already there 

are some experiments going on 
in certain campuses in Africa? 
And then there is the Swaraj 
University experiment in India.

Mohan: Are we going 
about this independent of the 
West?

Zain: No. The idea is to work 
together. The Westerners too 
have to critically examine what 
they have in place. It is going to 
take a long time, but the 
conference in Penang is a start.
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An inquiring mind will set you free

No more guessing games

Poor journalismNot just premium 
packages that 
incur higher bills
ASTRO’S full-page newspaper 
advertisement headed “Clarifying the 
Facts of Astro’s Price Adjustment” is not 
factual. The ad implies that only 
premium packages will incur higher 
bills. The Astro website tells a different 
story.

Check the option of Astro Family + 2 
mini packages and you find that your 
subscription will increase from RM49.95 
to RM55.95. And Astro Family + 2 mini 
packages + Sports will increase from 
RM71.95 to RM 82.95. These are far from 
premium packages.

And perhaps Astro could also explain 
why it is so user-unfriendly that 
subscribers are not allowed to opt for 

Astro Family + 1 mini-package.

Disappointed subscriber
via email

I REFER to “Decolonisation of universities begins 
with us” by Zainon Ahmad (July 1). It is an 
unbelievably poor piece of journalism on an 
extremely negative and xenophobic conference. 

If you really want to decolonise your 
universities, will you stop using penicillin in your 
medical colleges and cease using the internet 
immediately, please?

JD
via email

WHY do we Malaysians always have 
to be trapped in a guessing game when 
it comes to a general election? Why 
does the government always have to 
choose a “feel good period” to call for 
one?

If a government is sincere, has the 
rakyat in mind and the nation at heart, 
it should have no fear of a general 
election at any given time or feel the 

need to call for an early election. There 
is an obvious waste of money if in 
every term, we have an early election 
by say, one year. Ten terms is 10 years 
gone, and how much of the rakyat’s 
money could have been saved? 

It is time we pre-fixed a date just 
like in an US election. The 
government is given a mandate to 
serve the people – when its term is up, 

allow Malaysians to decide how we 
were served during its tenure. No 
campaigns, advertisements on TV 
(our money spent also) or “donations” 
during campaigning. We need a 
mature country/government much 
more than a developed nation!

 
Pro Malaysia

via email

SCENE: Restoran Raju, PJ

C
HONG: Azman, when 
Cikgu and you were in 
Penang a fortnight ago did 
you manage to take him to 

your favourite nasi kandar 
restaurant, Line Clear, in Penang 
Road?

Azman: Of course I did! 
Mohan: Tried other nasi kandar 

stalls?
Azman: Nope. Tried them many 

years ago. But after discovering 
Line Clear, I refused to go any-
where else. I have been persuaded 
to go back to the stall beside the 
Kapitan Keling mosque, also the 
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Limit parking time
I REFER to the letter “Rail commuters taking up 
parking” (July 11) on parking woes in Little India in 
Brickfields. Despite the many lawatan sambil 
belajar by the authorities overseas, they don’t 
seem to apply what they have learnt. 

In Melbourne, for example, peak time public 
parking in busy areas is limited by time. Regardless 
of whether parking is free or not, designated parking 
is marked “1P”, meaning you can park only for an 
hour at that bay, after which you will need to move 
to another. 

This is a good system around banks where 
customers double-park. It would also resolve some 

of the parking woes at Little India where LRT 
users would not be able to use free parking the 

whole day, depriving visitors to the area 
for whom it is intended. 

Thing
Kuala Lumpur 
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T
HE News of the World, 
Rupert Murdoch said, was in 
the business of holding 
others to account. “It failed 

when it came to itself. We are sorry 
for the serious wrongdoing that 
occurred. We are deeply sorry for 
the hurt suffered by the individuals 
affected.” Murdoch signed off the 
apology in British national 
newspapers on Saturday with these 
words: “We regret not acting faster 
to sort things out. I realise that 
simply apologising is not enough.” 
So, with these words and lots of 
money and remorse, is it the end of 
the painful saga for a media tycoon 
whose business stretches to all parts 
of the globe? No! It’s just the 
beginning of a meltdown of an effort 
to be the biggest media player in this 
part of the world.

No one would have imagined it a 
month ago, let alone in February of 
2007 when he famously declared: “If 
you’re talking about illegal tapping 
by a private investigator, it is not part 
of our culture anywhere in the 
world, least of all in Britain.” That 
was after the newspaper’s royal 
editor and a private investigator 
went to jail for phone hacking. But 
the NOTW was continuing to pay 
individuals including former 
England FA chief Gordon Taylor 
large sums of money in out of court 
settlements so that the illegal 
activities are suppressed.

In June 2009, The Guardian 
dropped a bombshell: “Rupert 
Murdoch’s News Group 
Newspapers has paid out more than 
£1m to settle legal cases that 
threatened to reveal evidence of his 
journalists’ repeated involvement in 
the use of criminal methods to get 
stories. The payments secured 
secrecy over out-of-court 
settlements in three cases that 
threatened to expose evidence of 

Murdoch journalists using 
private investigators who 
illegally hacked into the 
mobile phone messages of 
numerous public  figures as 
well as gaining unlawful 
access to confidential 

personal data, including tax records, 
social security files, bank statements 
and itemised phone bills. Cabinet 
ministers, MPs, actors and sports 
stars were all targets of the private 
investigators.”

The newspaper provided details 
of the suppressed evidence and 
raised serious questions about the 
manner in which the Metropolitan 
police handled the issue and alleged 
it did not alert all those whose 
phones were targeted. The Crown 
Prosecution Service was not spared 
as The Guardian charged that it did 
not pursue all possible 
charges against News 
Group personnel. The 
independent Press 
Complaints Commission 
was not spared either. 
The newspaper said it 
claimed to have 
conducted an 
investigation into the 
phone hacking story but 
failed to uncover any 
evidence of illegal 
activity.

Sporadic reports on the 
NOTW’s links to phone hacking 
appeared but with little evidence of 
further wrongdoing. On Feb 25, the 
High Court ordered former private 
investigator, Glenn Mulcaire, to 
reveal who commissioned him to 
hack phones. In March, BBC’s 
Panorama programme implicated 
former senior executive editor Alex 
Marunchak in the scandal. Four 
months later, actress Sienna Miller 
was paid £100,000 in damages and 
costs by the NOTW. Sky TV football 
pundit Andy Gray accepted £20,000 
in damages after his voice mail was 
intercepted by the tabloid. On June 
20 some 300 NOTW emails from its 
solicitors were handed over to 
Scotland Yard. They allegedly show 

that former editor Andy Coulson 
(who became the British prime 
minister’s director of 
communications and has since 
resigned) had authorised payments 
to police officers. 

On July 4, the people at the other 
side of the Atlantic were celebrating 
Independence Day. On this side, the 
people woke up to repulsive news – 
The Guardian said that the NOTW 
hacked into the voicemails left for 
murdered schoolgirl Milly Dowler. 
The responses were fast and furious. 
It infuriated almost everyone in 
Britain. If that was not bad enough, 
the next day, the newspaper said that 
the NOTW had hacked into the 
phones of relatives of servicemen 
who died in Iraq and Afghanistan. It 
was enough to send the entire 
populace venting their anger at such 

an appalling act. Servicemen, – 
former and current – charities, 
NGOs and politicians – on both sides 
of the divide – entered the fray 
leaving executives from NOTW and 
its parent company, News Corp 
beleaguered. Murdoch announced 
the closure of the paper which it was 
hoped would have placated the 
majority. But it was not so.

Meantime, claims of payments to 
police officers began to surface. 
Three top cops appeared before a 
select committee and were grilled by 
the panel. Now, it appeared that 
there was complicity on the part of 
the police. There are suggestions 
that at least nine crooked officers 
were involved and an internal 

inquiry is underway.
The hounds were smelling blood. 

Labour’s Ed Milliband introduced a 
motion in the House of Commons 
suggesting that News International 
should withdraw its bid for total 
control of broadcaster BSkyB. This 
motion was supported almost 
unanimously. MPs echoed their 
sentiments and Murdoch pulled out 
the bid. If that was thought to have 
settled the issue, it did not 
materialise. Those baying for the 
blood of former NOTW editor and 
News Corp CEO Rebekah Brooks 
got their reward – she quit.

No, it’s not the end yet. A 
parliamentary select committee has 
summonsed Brooks, Murdoch and 
his son James, to give testimony 
under threat of perjury. All three 
have agreed to appear. The main 
thrust of the inquiry would be affairs 
of the NOTW, the trio and the 
company could expect public 
humiliation as the inquiry is open 
and will be telecast live on TV. More 
worryingly, the investigation could 
spread beyond NOTW to other 
papers owned by the group. But the 
BBC says that the biggest challenge 
to the company may come from the 
public inquiry headed by Lord 
Justice Leveson. It could result in a 
major tightening of the rules that 
govern the behaviour, ownership 
and regulation of the media in the 
UK.

Murdoch finds himself in a tight 
corner. The man who got everything 
he wanted and built an empire is 
now forced to eat humble pie. He 
and his top aides face a horrid time at 
the inquiry, by which time, the world 
will have access to at least a portion 
of the wheeling and dealing of 
subordinates who had been extolling 
virtues of the need to be whiter than 
white.

R. Nadeswaran is witnessing 
history being made in a country 

where media freedom is sacrosanct. 
He is theSun’s UK correspondent 

and can be reached at: citizen-
nades@thesundaily.com
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The unravelling of News Corp
Asean must 
stop haze 
at source
ASEAN’S efforts to stop the haze have 
so far failed to get the Indonesians to 
respond positively. The Asean 
Agreement on Transboundary Haze 
Pollution was signed by all 10 Asean 
members in June 2002 and it came 
into force in November 2003. To date, 
there is no solution in sight for this 
perennial issue affecting Malaysia, 
Singapore and Indonesia.

I read with great interest that the 
Asean Ministerial Steering 
Committee on Haze will meet on Aug 
18-19 in Thailand. Natural Resources 
and Environment Minister Datuk Seri 
Douglas Uggah  Embas was quoted as 
saying that “many positive steps in 
addressing the haze problem across 
borders” have been taken by this 
steering committee.

The haze caused by forest and 
peat fires in Sumatra and Kalimantan 
has been affecting the region for 
decades. It hit its peak in 1997 when 
the haze cost the economies of 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore an 
estimated US$7.2 billion. Although 
this year’s haze is less serious than 
1997, it still threatens to inflict its toll 
on the economies of the region and 
the health of our citizens.

Asean in all its meetings and 
gatherings has many a time promised 
to solve this issue through bilateral 
and roundtable discussions but the 
ground is still hazy. Children, the 
elderly, and those with bronchitis and 
asthma suffer in silence and their 
hospitalisation bills keep rising.

A recent transboundary haze 
pollution workshop was organised by 
the Singapore Institute of 
International Affairs, the Centre for 
Strategic and International Studies 
Indonesia and World Wide Fund for 
Nature, Indonesia, brought leaders 
together with Indonesian NGOs, 
government officials and provincial 
leaders. At the workshop a glaring 
difference in view between the 
central government and local officials 
was illustrated. The illegal logging 
issue in Indonesia especially in the 
Riau and Jambi provinces are not 
solved on the ground. The Ministry of 
Environment and provinces view this 
activity differently.

It is pointless for Asean to meet 
every time when the haze returns, 
through the human actions of our 
neighbours.  

Asean must set up a permanent 
desk on haze and carry out an 
advocacy programme first with the 
parliamentarians of Indonesia and 
then the provincial officials. A 
systematic and sustainable 
programme that aims to inform, 
educate and communicate must be 
carried out with the stakeholders 
rather than just having meetings and 
issuing statements in the media. The 
programme should also be supported 
by punitive measures to combat 
recalcitrant loggers. 

We have waited long, indeed very 
patiently. No permanent solutions 
are coming. We cannot contain this 
haze issue with a face-mask. 
Pharmaceutical companies are 
laughing to the bank with the increase 
in usage  of ventolin. A concerted 
action in resolving this haze issue 
must be done, and it’s the hope of 
every citizen of Asean, that the 
coming transboundary haze meeting 
will not only talk but will also walk 
the talk. 

Ravindran Raman Kutty
Kuala Lumpur

Stop explaining away incompetency
I REFER to “Decolonisation of universities 
begins with us” (News without borders, 
July 1). The article is surprising in that it is 
reporting an international proceedings at a 
Malaysian university. It is cause for alarm if 
our universities think that such processes 
can bring them forward.

I believe that nearly all countries were 
colonised at one time or another and some 
for hundreds of years. England by the 
Normans, Spain by the Moors, China by the 
Mongols, North America by England and 
South America by Spain and Portugal, 
Taiwan and Korea by Japan just to name a 
few.

Has Spain been conducting these type of 
proceedings to excuse away its 
incompetence after 800 years of being 
colonised? When a nation overthrew the 
colonisers or the colonisers became one of 
them a hallmark of such nations that 
became truly independent was when they 
absorbed  the best from their “masters” and 
developed their thought and philosophy 
from then on.

Assertions that the Jesuits stole calculus 
from India is a point to ponder. How were 
Indians then prevented from developing 
calculus independently? Was there a patent 
restriction then to prevent its use in its 
“native” country? We should take pause 
and  look at the development of  lasers 
carried out independently in the Soviet 
Union and the US and the west. It found its 
fruition in open societies with the 
development of lasers now in equipment 
used daily. Does it imply that calculus could 
not be developed in  India simultaneously   

This business about the planets 
revolving around the sun historically, 
heliocentrism was opposed to 
geocentricism, which placed the Earth at 
the centre. The notion that the Earth 
revolves around the sun had been proposed 
as  early as the 3rd century BC by 
Aristarchus of Samos but had received no 
support from most other ancient 
astronomers. Glibly one can say that there 
is nothing new under the sun. 

The debt to ancient Greece and Rome 
has been underestimated by the conference 
and they would do credit to themselves by 
researching how these civilisations have 
contributed to modern thought. The 
operative is in “thought”, as it is this that 
frees the mind. 

The conference-goers pay medieval 
European society a left handed compliment 
when they stated that even under that face 
of persecution, the “Galileo” of this period 
continued to work and make more 
progress. 

It is time to stop playing the colonising 
card to explain away incompetency. 

South Korea and Taiwan had 
experienced a most brutal period of 
colonisation and now are at the top by 
their own effort. 

To waltz away from poor international 
ranking of universities and say that we 
have something special in our educational 
system that is unrecognised will do us no 
good.

Ir Patrick C. Augustin
Kuala Lumpur

Golden opportunity lost
SAHABAT Alam Malaysia (SAM) refers to the smuggling 
case of exotic turtles, chameleons and snakes at Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport by a woman from Madagascar 
who was detained for eight months and then deported.

Before her deportation she had lodged a police report 
disclosing details of the wildlife racket involving a Malaysian 
wildlife smuggler and his accomplices. 

It was alleged in her report in an electronic media that 
during her interrogation at KLIA a man in blue uniform took 
away about 20 turtles and placed them under his desk. It is 
sickening. SAM looks forward to a full investigation. 

SAM is disappointed at the inaction of the authorities 
despite the lodging of a report disclosing the syndicate. 

The Wildlife Department should conduct a full and 
vigorous investigation. 

It is incomprehensible that the police and the Wildlife 
Department could have allowed such an excellent 
opportunity to slip by without demonstrating a sense of 
urgency in questioning the woman.

There is no official or reliable private estimate of the size 
of the rare animal smuggling market in Malaysia but there is 
plenty of evidence that it is a big problem. 

Malaysia puts a lot of emphasis on catching smugglers of 
contraband goods and drugs. But the government is not 
focusing much on CITES (Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species). Part of the problem is that an 
animal becomes more sought after once it is classified as 
endangered or protected. Once certain animals are declared 
endangered, it is the official approval that it is rare and these 
are the ones highly sought after by consumers.

S. M. Mohd Idris
President

Sahabat 
Alam 

Malaysia 
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Insight from 
Kedah debacle 

P
OLITICS makes for strange bedfellows. 
Prior to the 1999 general election, 
nobody could have imagined DAP and 
PAS together in the same coalition. 

DAP members didn’t even want to be seen on 
the same stage as PAS back then. 

When the 2004 general election came 
around, all that DAP and PAS had going for 
them was what could best be described as a 
“non-aggression pact” because they had a 
common opponent in the Barisan Nasional. 
That was the extent of their cooperation. 

The 2008 general election changed 
everything. Prior to that, there was no Pakatan 
Rakyat. It was formed only after the elections. 
Both parties obviously realised that if they 
wanted a realistic shot at Putrajaya, they would 
have to work together, with PKR as the glue 
that held them together. 

It was an uneasy alliance, for sure, but their 
travails in Perak – where PKR has a minor, 
almost insignificant role – gave DAP and PAS a 
chance to work together directly. Soon 
enough, DAP leaders no longer shied away 
from being seen together with PAS leaders. 

This newfound cooperation nearly 
unravelled when a faction within PAS flirted 
with the idea of unity talks with Umno. It took 
PAS spiritual leader Nik Aziz’s blunt 
intervention to fix that situation. 

All fears about PAS joining BN were put to 
rest when the so-called Erdogan faction won 
resoundingly in the recent PAS elections with 
Mat Sabu – who enjoys warm ties with DAP 
secretary-general Lim Guan Eng – winning the 
deputy presidency. 

Fresh trouble emerged when Kedah Mentri 
Besar Azizan Abdul Razak on July 13 announced 
a ban on entertainment outlets opening during 
the month of Ramadan. This prompted MCA to 
renew its claims that PAS was still pursuing its 
goal of setting up an Islamic state. Not missing a 
beat, Utusan Malaysia also took the 
opportunity to play up the differences between 
PAS and DAP in Kedah. 

This was only to be expected, but potential 
fireworks came in the form of a tweet from 

DAP national publicity chief Tony Pua, who 
posted that he “is of the view that we shouldn’t 
be part of a coalition if our concerns are not 
heard or heeded. Don’t want to become like 
MCA or Gerakan in BN”.

The PAS national leadership quickly 
intervened before things got out of hand and 
announced that the ban would be revoked, 
with the requirement that only non-Muslims 
would be allowed to patronise the 
entertainment outlets during Ramadan. 

PAS president Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi 
Awang hit back at BN by saying that the Kedah 
government was merely enforcing a law 
enacted by the BN government in 1997 and that 
PR was now “fixing” such laws so as to protect 
the rights of non-Muslims.

For good measure, DAP’s Pua responded by 
tweeting that “ties with PAS at national level 
has never been better”. Meanwhile, PAS 
information chief Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man 
slammed MCA for being hypocritical as it had 
supported the original enactment when it was 
tabled 14 years ago. 

Kedah MCA responded by admitting that 
the enactment was indeed passed by the BN-
led government, but that the law was never 
enforced. For sure, all this was spin and 
counter-spin by the various parties concerned. 

In the case of MCA, one could easily ask 
why it would agree to such a law in the first 
place, even if it was one that was not to be 
enforced? As for PAS, one could just as easily 
ask why it would implement a law passed by a 
previous government, which it is often critical 
of? 

But damage control and taking potshots at 
your opponent is par for the course in politics. 
The challenge for the parties is how well they 
handle these issues and how they end up 
looking as far as voters are concerned. 

The Kedah debacle is good because it gives 
voters a better insight into what Pakatan has 
become. Incidents like this, and its outcomes, 
allow voters to decide whether Pakatan has 
evolved in the right direction? Or not? 

Whatever your perspective, I think we can 
all agree that being able to make an informed 
choice is always a good thing. 

Oon Yeoh is a new media consultant. 
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com

   OON              TIME
BY OON YEOH
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Human failings not the issue
THIS refers to the letter “More level debate 
called for”(July 7) in response to 
“Decolonisation of universities begins with us 
(July 1). The issue is not of human failings, but 
of the systematic falsification of history by the 
church. The declared church policy since 
Orosius (4th c.) was that it was moral to tell lies 
to benefit the church. That is, after the church 
combined with the state, it used false history as 
an instrument of mind control. 

This Orosian history turned virulent during 
the religious frenzy of the Crusades when 
world-knowledge in Arabic books was 
indiscriminately attributed to “Greeks”, 
concocted where necessary, like Euclid and 
Claudius Ptolemy. This wholesale falsification 
of history continued during the Inquisition with 
people like Copernicus refusing to acknowledge 
their non-Christian sources like Ibn Shatir or 
Nasiruddin Tusi for fear of church reprisal. 
(Copernicus personally avoided persecution by 
waiting till he was on his deathbed before 
publishing his work.) This false history was 
later used to control the minds of the colonised. 
(See Ending Academic Imperialism.) Why the 
fear of a critical challenge to this after 17 
centuries? Because it was a source of power? All 
we want is the truth and the whole truth. 

In fact, the field is still tilted markedly in 
favour of the West. Westerners from 
influential universities still control academic 
journals and routinely suppress any challenge 
to this false history. For example, Owen 

Gingerich from Harvard lamely defends the 
Copernicus story by saying that even though 
Ibn Shatir’s book was in the Vatican library 
which Copernicus consulted, he could have 
“independently rediscovered” the very same 
ideas in it! We still have roads named after 
Copernicus (in Delhi), but none after Ibn 
Shatir or Khwaja Nasiruddin. 

Similarly, many people now claim that 
Newton might have “independently 
rediscovered” the calculus just when a 
dependent discovery was possible, for Jesuits 
in Cochin started translating books there in the 
16th c. (including books containing calculus 
results which Newton later claimed) and 
despatched them back to Europe. That is, the 
false history built by the church continues to 
be institutionally maintained today. One of my 
proposals at the conference was the creation of 
forums for an open debate on history and 
philosophy of science, not mediated by the 
heavy arm of Western authority. 

Decades after political independence, 
countries like India and Malaysia have few 
institutions to re-examine this history which 
was the source of their mental bondage. So we 
need a lot more of such attempts, not less for a 
level debate to be possible. 

 
C. K. Raju

Visiting Professor
School of Mathematical Sciences
Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang

ppsm
Text Box
The Sun, 20 July, p. 17
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Lingering questions on 
federal authority

A 
POTENTIAL crisis 
was recently 
averted in what 
could have been a 

constitutional face-off 
between the federal 
government and Pakatan 
Rakyat-controlled Penang and Selangor, this time 
over the issue of rubbish collection and cleaning. 

Unknown to many, tensions have been 
simmering over the matter for some time now. The 
two states have been up in arms over a federal 
attempt to take over control of their solid waste 
management and public cleaning sectors – which 
are part of a critical public service that touches the 
common people in a most basic and personal way.

What the federal government wanted to do was 
appoint its own contractor to oversee activities like 
garbage collection as well as the cleaning of streets 
and other public areas, in all states in the country. 
And it had given itself the legal muscle to do so 
under the controversial Solid Waste and Urban 
Cleansing Management Act (Act 672) which was 
passed in 2007. The legislation is supposed to come 
into effect on Sept 1.

Understandably, Penang and Selangor were 
reluctant to be forced to reckon with a contractor 
that they had no say over. And the Penang 
government earlier this year put its foot down, 
insisting that states be given the choice to opt out 
of the Act and choose their own contractors for 
critical urban cleaning services.

Just as the issue seemed 
to be headed to a boil, the 
federal authority announced 
in late March that the 
enforcement of the Act, then 
slated for April 30, needed 
to be postponed for an 

unspecified “technical” reason.
Now in the latest turn of events, Penang and 

Selangor have just been informed that they have 
been exempted from enforcing the Act. What this 
move will do is prevent a showdown, as the states 
have been wary of a federal takeover of the entire 
solid waste disposal system without consultation 
with local authorities.

Housing and Local Government Minister Datuk 
Chor Chee Heung had on June 28 confirmed the 
matter in a parliamentary reply to Chief Minister 
Lim Guan Eng, who is Bagan MP. This was followed 
by a letter to the state government from Housing 
and Local Government Ministry secretary-general 
Datuk Ahmad Kabit dated July 8, to confirm the 
exemption for both Penang and Selangor.

With this, all responsibility including costs related 
to the management of solid waste and public cleaning 
will be undertaken solely by the local authorities. The 
state authorities and the contractors that they 
appoint will also not need to apply for a licence from 
the National Solid Waste Management Department.

The questions raised over this whole affair will 
however continue to linger. For at the heart of the 
matter is the debate over how far the federal 

government should interfere in the workings of 
basic local government functions.

Lim had previously warned that there would 
be a lack of accountability if neither the state 
government nor the local authorities had a say in 
the running of the privatised project by the 
preferred contractor. The states were also 
opposed to the idea due to the absence of an open 
tender to choose a contractor. “This may lead to 
crony projects which will burden the people with 
inflated prices, poor quality of services and sub-
standard management,” Lim had said.

He had even gone on to describe the experien-
ces in some states which have adopted privatised 
contractors selected without open tender by the 
federal government, as “costly, frustrating, time-
consuming and thoroughly unpleasant”. “If the 
people suffer because of poor management, the 
state government has no power to enforce 
compliance or punish for non-performance.”

So while the decision to exempt the two states 
may seem to have closed a crucial chapter in this 
tense affair, the question over the very principle of 
imposing such control over states – whatever their 
political affiliation – is bound to remain. And it is a 
question the government will have to mull 
seriously over if it is serious in addressing concerns 
about transparency and accountability, for the very 
common people who it is supposed to serve.  

Himanshu is theSun’s Penang bureau chief. 
Comments: letters@thesundaily.com

TheNutmeg 
Verses

BY HIMANSHU BHATT

LETTER
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Nasi kandar 
shop in need 
of clean-up
MAY I make a comment on Azman’s 
remarks in Zainon Ahmad’s column 
“What They Say” (July 12)? Azman 
said he is “now completely loyal to a 
shop in Penang where he goes for 
his favourite nasi kandar.

Unfortunately while the food 
there may be good, I cannot say the 
same about the cleanliness or 
hygiene of the place, and I think 
the Penang Island Municipal 
Council should check on the place 
and order its closure before people 
fall ill from food poisoning.

Recently I took some friends 
there for dinner and while we were 
eating, we noted some stray cats 
running about the place. And when 
the diners at a nearby table finished 
and left, the cats jumped on the 
table and began to feed on the 
leftovers. And to think that the same 
plates are then used by later 
customer.

We were totally disgusted and 
left in a hurry without finishing our 
meal. We swore never to eat there 
again. And Azman, if you know the 
owner of the restaurant, please ask 
him to clean up his place.

Michael Goh
via email



Rebuilding
 London Bridge

A
S I said last week, it’s not 
surprising that the political 
class hasn’t calmed down 
during Ramadan, and the 

continuing row over the visit by 
uninvited individuals to the Damansara 
Utama Methodist Church during an 
event by Harapan Komuniti proves 
that they have no qualms about further 
upping the temperature. 

The reaction of the politicians has 
only made it more difficult for a 
solution to be found that would make 
all sides happy, and in classic 
Malaysian style, party alignment has 
blurred the objectivity of many 
commentators in determining who was 
at fault (although the politicians and 
bureaucrats themselves seem confused 
over who has jurisdiction over the 
relevant institutions, too).

The other great source of despair in 
the past few days was seeing my 
beloved London on fire, with some 
areas apparently in anarchy. Just two 
months ago I was there, absorbing the 
summer from Wimbledon to Primrose 
Hill, and in all the six years I was 
studying and working there I saw 
nothing like this – even the chaos 
caused by the 7/7 bombings was of a 

rallies in London (normally 
carried out with police cognisance 
and protection), totally different 
to the uprisings in the Middle East, 
and not comparable to Bersih here 
last month either.  All those had a 
political purpose (however 
genuine the participants and 
however wise the tactics): seeking 
to change policy or government. 
This is just senseless looting and 
wanton violence.

And yet recently arrived, now 
hospitalised Mohd Asyraf, who 
has seen the worst of London, is 
also seeing the best of Britain. A 
website set up to “do something 
nice” for him has received 
tremendous traffic and many 
pledges, and all over the capital 
communities are coming together 
in spontaneous gotong royong to 
clean up the damage and support 
the police.

Indeed, although the police 
were criticised for being too slow 
to respond, the style of policing – 
with the consent of the 
community with minimum use of 
weaponry (no water cannon has 
been used although it has now 

ABIDING TIMES
by Tunku ‘Abidin Muhriz

been authorised, together with 
plastic bullets) – still seems to be 
widely approved.

It is the politicians who have 
borne the heaviest criticism so far 
(most were on their summer 
holiday), but it is now up to them 
to reform the institutions that have 
allowed too many of the next 
generation to grow up with little 
regard for the rights and property 
of others, and with zero respect for 
the institutions of state.

There was some pleasant news: 
a bloke I thought I first met a few 
months ago turned out to be half of 
a pair of twins who were once my 
best friends. He mentioned his 
brother’s name during a game of 
squash, and somehow the 
synapses in my brain flooded the 
dusty memory cells of more than 
two decades ago, causing me to 
subconsciously interject: “Did you 
go to Cherish!?” – and suddenly 
squash became linked to the ball 
games we used to play in the 
grounds of that legendary 
kindergarten which my late aunt 
Tengku Meriam did so much to 
help establish and develop. Later I 
consulted the photo archives, and 
there is a picture of the three of us 
at the Cherish Childcare Centre in 
Ampang in 1986. Awesome!

Tunku ‘Abidin Muhriz is founding 
president of the Institute for 

Democracy and Economic Affairs 
(www.ideas.org.my). Comments: 

letters@thesundaily.com

different kind. The appalling violence 
in London and in particular for us, the 
outrageous footage of bleeding 
Malaysian student Mohd Asyraf Raziq 
Rosli being robbed as looters pretended 
to assist him makes our blood boil.

It seems there are three types of 
people involved. First, there are the 
gangsters, who have been itching for an 
opportunity like this for years – allowed 
to subsist by an overgenerous welfare 
state, and yet poorly educated, badly 
disciplined and overcome by 
consumerism and materialism, they 
have little respect for institutions or the 
property of others; the controversial 

shooting by police of an alleged 
gangster and drug dealer provided the 
perfect justification to go on a rampage. 
These are the hallmarks of the “sick 
society” that the coalition 
government’s Big Society concept is 
trying to rectify.  

Second, there are those youth (some 
as young as 11) who, while not normally 
being prone to criminality, are 
participating in the heat of moment 
(such as the kid interviewed by the 
BBC who admitted looting “just 
because everyone else is doing it”); 
they will probably regret their actions.  

Third, shockingly there are 
professionals – such as teachers and 
graphic designers – now in the dock 
whose motives are unclear.

Clearly, these are unlike previous 

LETTER
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History must be based 
on evidence
THIS refers to “Stop explaining 
away incompetency” (Letters, 
July 18) which followed the 
article “Decolonisation of 
universities” (July 1). The writer, 
Ir Patrick C. Augustin, has 
confounded colonialism with 
mere physical conquest. This is 
incorrect. Though some Moghul 
conquerors like Timur were 
brutal, Moghul rule in India was 
never colonial. Colonialism 
involved a peculiar conquest of 
the mind by indoctrination 
through the education system. 
False history was the key 
instrument of soft power used for 
this mental conquest. Falsifying 
history to glorify itself and 
belittle others was a declared 
church policy since Orosius (4th 
century). 

However, it assumed a 
particularly virulent form during 
the religious frenzy of the 
Crusades and the Inquistion. All 
knowledge was given a 
theologically correct origin. Past 
knowledge was indiscriminately 
attributed to “Greeks”, to deny 
credit to Arabs and Egyptians 
among others. Subsequent 
knowledge was claimed to have 
been “independently 
rediscovered” by Christians in 
Europe, like Copernicus.  
However, history must be based 
on evidence, not faith. And there 
is no serious evidence even for 
the existence of major Greek 
figures of western history like 
Euclid and Claudius Ptolemy, let 
alone for wild claims about 
Aristarchus of Samos.  

Greeks could hardly have 
done any science for they were a 
superstitious lot, who 
condemned Socrates and 
Anaxagoras to death on the 
charge of studying astronomy, as 
described in Plato’s Apology. 
Roman arithmetic, like Greek, 

was primitive: to write 1788 in 
Roman numerals, as 
MDCCLXXXVIII, needs 12 
symbols. Hence, both Greek and 
Roman calendars were 
excessively erroneous, even by 
the standards of their times. 

Anyway, what the conference 
on “Decolonising our 
Universities” advocated was a 
critical re-examination of the 
educational policies based on 
colonial history. Such a critical 
re-examination has not been 
done since independence.   

About calculus, and the false 
history that it was created by 
Newton, Augustin should read 
my book Cultural Foundations of 
Mathematics. My point is that 
Newton’s difficulties with 
calculus led to the failure of his 
physics and its replacement by 
relativity. Thus, Newton 
unsuccessfully tried to fit the 
imported calculus to the 
Christian theology of infinity, 
which is completely irrelevant 
for any of its practical 
applications. This was not 
progress but regress. 

Therefore, today, if we do 
maths for its practical 
applications, not indoctrination, 
we must eliminate that Christian 
metaphysics from maths. This 
also makes calculus easy for non-
maths students, and enables 
maths students to work on more 
advanced problems. I 
demonstrated this last year with 
four groups in USM. At the 
conference, I advocated that 
policies on maths education 
should be reconsidered 
accordingly.  

  
C. K. Raju 

Visiting Professor
School of Mathematical 

Sciences
Universiti Sains Malaysia
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Show us the evidence
I REFER to “History must be based 
on evidence” (Letters, Aug 12) and 
would like to examine a few 
propositions by Professor C.K. 
Raju.

He says: “Colonialism involved 
a peculiar conquest of the mind by 
indoctrination through the educa-
tion system.” If after 54 years of 
independence our educators are 
still shackled in their mind, then 
indeed we have much to fear. 

He says: “Falsifying history to 
glorify itself and belittle others was 
a declared church policy since 
Orosius (4th century).” What is the 
source of this material? 

Orosius was preoccupied “to 
become better acquainted with 
these questions concerning the 
soul and its origin” and “aided St 
Jerome and others in their struggle 
against this heresy”. He wrote The 
Seven Books of Histories Against 
the Pagans. 

Raju says: “However, it assumed 
a particularly virulent form during 
the religious frenzy of the Crusades 
and the Inquistion.” How does this 
curious labouring about the Inqui-
sition free the Asian mind? It would 
appear that European minds are 
the one that had been shackled and 
not Asian. Hence the Europeans 
should be pitied.

Raju says: “Greeks could 
hardly have done any science for 
they were a superstitious lot, who 

condemned Socrates and Anax-
agoras to death on the charge of 
studying astronomy, as described 
in Plato’s Apology.” With this 
sweeping statement Raju consigns 
to the dustbin the works of Thales, 
Pythagoras, Euclid, Archimedes, 
Ptolemy, Eudoxus (Real Number) 
and many others. 

When it suits Raju, he casually 
states: “And there is no serious 
evidence even for the existence of 
major Greek figures of western 
history like Euclid and Claudius 
Ptolemy.” We are indeed indebted 
to these superstitious lot who may 
have not even existed. 

Raju says: “About calculus, and 
the false history that it was created 
by Newton, Augustin should read 
my book Cultural Foundations of 
Mathematics. My point is that 
Newton´s difficulties with calculus 
led to the failure of his physics and 
its replacement by relativity.” This 
curious statement belies the fact 
that Newtonian physics in its three 
fundamental laws of motion are still 
taught in schools and universities. 
Raju could usefully help us all in the 
dark which are the Newtonian 
physics that has failed? 

Raju must in his own words 
defend his assertions, “History 
must be based on evidence”.

Patrick C. Augustin 
Kuala Lumpur

W
HAT can I say about 
our Department of 
Wildlife and 
National Parks 

(Perhilitan)? I like to consider 
myself an optimist but statements 
made more than a month ago by a 
convicted wildlife courier 
demonstrate yet again the 
department’s apathy and lack of 
common investigative sense. 
After winning much praise for the 
closure of Saleng Zoo in June, 
Perhilitan shot itself in the foot.

A Malagasy woman, Sarah, 
who was convicted of smuggling 
tortoises from Madagascar into 
Malaysia last year, claimed that 
Anson Wong, an international 
wildlife smuggler serving a five-
year term in Kajang prison, paid 
her to smuggle those critters.  

At the news conference held 
in June there was mention of an 
officer in blue uniform who took 
around 20 of the seized tortoises 
and placed them in his desk 
drawer in KLIA before handing 
the rest over as evidence. 

A number of NGOs also asked 
why Perhilitan never attempted 
to meet the Malagasy woman to 
investigate her contacts in 
Malaysia. An interview with her 
could have possibly exposed 
other illegal traders in the 
country. 

Now Sarah has returned to 
Madagascar and a golden 
opportunity has slipped by. 

Sarah and another Malagasy 
woman were the first to be 
convicted under the International 
Trade of Endangered Species Act 
2008. You would think Perhilitan 

would be interested in who 
the two women were 
working for, who paid for 
their travels and who their 
buyer was. 

The list of questions that can 
be asked is mind boggling but the 
department did nothing. To make 
matters worse, the press 
conference made the front page 
of a national newspaper in 
Madagascar, giving yet another 
black eye to Malaysia’s face.  

Too much has been said about 
what the department should and 
could be doing but the priority 
now is the effectiveness of its top 
management. They should either 
buck up or be replaced. The 
department needs a leader that 
can instil confidence in the public 
on the department’s commitment 
to reduce the illegal trade in 
wildlife and work towards 
making Malaysia an exemplary 
country for the right reasons. 

Hoping that the story will go 
away is not an option. Lip service 
seems to be the norm and the 
director-general and minister 
appear to do a lot of the talking 
and not so much of the walking. 
There will be reminders time and 
time again to Perhilitan on what 
action they have taken on the 
information revealed by Sarah. 
Please spare us the run-of-the-
mill response which sounds like a 
broken record – “action will be 
taken and investigations are 
underway”. The concerned 
public deserve better.  

  

Azrina Abdullah was regional 
director of Traffic, an NGO which 

monitors the global wildlife trade. 
Comments: letters@thesundaily.

com
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